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TJ NHE following judicious re- 
flections were originally 
_** intended for the inſtruction 
wy young princes, | They are alli 
rably calculated to prevent t 
from falling into thoſe vices Kur 
will render any man contemptible, 
but cannot fail to make a ſovereign 
really odious. We may, however, 
conſider this treatiſe as an uſeful leſ- 
- {on of morality, not only to ſuch 
as are deſigned for the important 
offices of government, but likewiſe | 
to men of a priyate capacity, and 
eſpecially thoſe of younger years. 
The ſame paſſions which render the 
anne ſuch dangerous enemies 8 
their own happineſs, and to thatof 
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the community, are the Purge of 
moſt of the miſeries and misfor- 
tunes which befall the latter. In- 
temperance and pride are alike de- 


ſtructive both to the one and to the 
other. They not only make bad 


rinces and bad commanders, but 
bad huſbands and parents, bad chil- 
dren and ſubjects, bad maſters and 
ſervants, and bad neighbours and 
friends. All the difference is, that 
in princes the unhappy effects of 
theſe vices are more extenſive than 
in other men, and, of conſequence, 
they muſt be attended with more 
-public diſgrace, and afford the ſuf- 
1 larger room for complaint. 7. 


The character and actions of A- 
lexander furniſh a fine opportunity 
of diſplaying the conſequences of 
05 uy 221 e in their 
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proper colors. With the moſt extra- 
ordinary natural talents, and an un- 
bounded genetoſity of temper, this 


famous Conqueror washurriedon by 
his paſſions into the moſt ſcandalous 


and the moſt brutal extravagances ! 


Theſe have been judiciouſly pointed 


out, and cenſured with all the ſeve- 
ity they deſerve, | by the princely 


author of the following critical re- 


fletions:—a plan which may prove 
the more uſeful to the young reader, 
as it will let him ſee, that vice is in its 
oy nature ſodeteſtable, thatneither 
rank, capacity, nor fortune, nor even 


empire itſelf, can hide itsdeformity, 


or ſcreen 1 it from the laſh of public 


odium. 
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But the nr 5 ma „ be | 


of ſtill farther. ſervice, as it will in- 
ae young people how they are 
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+6 judge of men andcharacters from 


ſuch hiſtories as may beoccaſionally 
put into their hands. It is very na- 
tural for a perſon, who hath ſeen 


5 but little of the world, and whoſe 


judgment is not arrived to maturity, 
o look upon every thing which hath 
been done by a great man as a juſti- 


Hable action. Unacquainted-as he 


is with the proper limits of virtue 


and vice, and fond of every thing 
which may ſem to eue ee 


cke intemperate indulgence of his 


paſſions, He will be apt to miſtake 


for cor age, artifice and 


treachery for good poliey, luxury 


and debauchery for a becoming 


05 


gaiety of manners, pride for true 
greatneſs of mind, and inhumanity 
and revenge for a laudable reſent= 


ment of injuries :=eſpecially when 
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2 he finds theſe viees exemplified, as 
he tos frequently will, in the lives 
of men, who have been diſtin guiſh- 


ed for the oppolite virtues. 7 T0. , 
haſty tocxaminecgoly intothemerit 
of every action which is related, he 
will often 1 f what he ought: b 
to condemn; and too much attached 
to the gratification of youthful paſ- | 


ſions, 1 will preſently i imitate what 


his ignorance hath once approved. 
If, therefore, the cultivation of their 
morals is one eſſential, and, Perhaps, 


the moſt important branch of the 


education of youth, 1 ſhould think = 


it would not beat all amiſs if this 


treatiſe was to be put: into the hands 


of ſuch young gentlemen, as may . 
have occaſion to read the hiſtory of. 
Alexander in the courſe or” Miele 
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Volume of the Encyclope- 
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Natcifſus ; or the Self-Admi-[An Expoſtulary Letter from 
J. Rouſſeau, Citizen of | 


rer, a Comedy. 
hs iro ogg Conjurer,, an 1. | 


unde; 
Bxtract of a Letter from: Mr. 
Nouſſeau to a Friend. Writ- 


f „ the 


to ke. * ü 4 he ner 


of Entyatthe Opera; which] 


was ven him for his Vil 


Mnjurerz' was taken] 


| from him on account of hi: 


Better on the French Muſic ;| - 
and was offered. to be return- 


5 22 ageing after he has 


25 9 52 Paris. © — bo 
| A tter from Mr. Rouſſeau to] 


Mr. Voltaire. 
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Rouſſeau to a- Friend; on thy. 
Works of Rameau. 


Advertiſement byMr.Rouſſeau,| 


to an Anonymous Writer. 


eneva, to Chriſtopher de 
- Beaumont, Archbiſhop of 


Paris. To which is prefixed, ' 


- the Mandate of the ſaid 


Prelate, and alſo the Pro- 
_ceedings of the Parliament 
of Paris, relative to the 


New Treatiſe on Educati- 
tion, entited Emilius, 
YOk1v. 


ws 5 We WG theMoug- 
vol. V. 


\ Treatiſe onthe Social Com- 
pact; or the Principles of 
Politic Law. 9 5 


zecdotes relative to the Per- 

ſecution of Mr. J. Rouſ- 
ſeaug contained in A Letter. 

om a Gentleman at —_ 
chatel to his Friend. 
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e charatd, 2 the Great, and 
the. concern be diſcovered at. the NEWS 


his father, s viclories. 1 
LE XANDER-the- Great 
was a prince in whom the 
brighteſt qualities were blend - 


\ 


ed with as remarkable defects. The 
9 of his character was truly 


5. 6 — 


060 2 en Rxrrrerrows, &c. 
excellent; but! it was Wan tr 


paſſions, an, Shore all, from a fall 


ambition. In his younger years he had 


made conſiderable improvements under 


the leſſons of his preceptor Ariſtotle, 
whom Philip King of Macedon, and 
the father of Alexander, had invited 
from the city Stagira, to inſtruct his ſon 
in eee But, alas! notwith- 
ſoon did the ambitious Spade * 
get the precepts of his maſter ! K muſt, 
however, be acknowledged that he diſ- 


vered the nobleſt ſentiments of ge+ | 
neroſity and goodneſs upon alt occaſi- 


n e n Ane wide de pee 
an elevated Sam and that he m 
: paves 1 CDs pede not 


o ALEXAUDER The GREAT. $ 
gancies. Such, in a few words, is the 
character of this renowned conqueror. 
In his earlieſt youth he was full of 
ambition.” He was always obſerved to 
med tears when his father had made a 
_ conqueſt or gained a victory. Ah! 
« unfortunatewretchthiatIam,” (would 
he fay to his youthful companions,) 
if my father continues to be thus 
« ſucceſsful, I myſelf ſhalt find nothing 
to conquer!“ This ſentiment, with 
which our hero was fo warmly affected, 
is at once deſetving of our commendation 
and our cenfure. It was very commend- 
able in Alexander, when he had ſcarce- 
ly outgrown his infancy, to be ſo de- 
firous of diftinguiſhing himſelf from 
his cotemporary princes, who uſed to 
paſs away their days in luxury and effe- 
minate ſoftnefs, after the example of 

br a el Hee] | 
| -- MS | 1 


10 11 Carricas- ReruzorIons, Kc. 
ut was it not likewiſe a great miſ. 


en to imagine, that the only method 


for a king to diſtinguiſh himſelf, 1 18 to | 
extirpate a part of the human ſpecies, 


to make thouſands miſerable, and to 


med the 1 innocent blood of whole natl- 


| ons? Wüh what abundant reaſon 
| might the race of men bewail their fate, 
if all .thoſe who. are Placed, upon the 
throne mould think; in the ſame manner! 


The whole world would preſently be 


| depopulated!. A ſoyereign who hath 


the llendereſt feelings of humanity will | 
always regard war as a misfortune. He 
may render himſelf reſpectable, and 


ufficient ſhare of glory by 


acquire 2 u 
goyerning his ſubjects with diſcretion 


and equity, and conforming his . J 


to the laws of; nature and reaſon, _ 


z only when: a War Is unavoidable, * 12 | 


* 145 


5 * think it Sacha to diſtingui 


= him 
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ON ALEXANDER THE Great: 5 # 
himſelf by military atchievements.. In 
that caſe he doth nothing but 1 the 

diftates of * e e kh 


4 


18 


CHAP. 1. 10 


The e of Alexander, wha 355 was 
very young, to the ambaſſadors of the 
"TP of PRIN: | 


THE bs genius of Alexander, : 
4. his uncommon. good ſenſe, and 
5 the contempt he entertained for every- 
thing which was trifling and frivolous, - . 
diſcovered' themſelves in his tendereſt 
age. When the ambaſſadors, who had 
been ſent to Philip by the king of Per- 
ſia, obtained an audience of Alexander, 
they were. aſtoniſhed to hear the young 
prince, (inſtead of aſking t them queſ- 
tions FLO the ſuperb gardens of Se- 
B 3 miramis, 


L 


. ent ReyLeorrons, &c. 


miramis, the magnificent edifices, the 


riches and the grandeur of the Perſian 


court,) turn the whole converſation 


upon the road to be taken to go into 
Aſia, and upon the forces of the king 
of Perfia, the conduct he obſerved to- 

werds his enemies, the place where he 
uſually poſted himſelf in time of 


battle, and · the principles he ated up · 


on in the government of his dominions. 


They were ſurprized to find in a prince 


of Alexander's age ſuch uncmmon 
ſtrength of genius, and ſuch ſoundneſs 


of e * This young prizes,” 


Keith ris young Phe h 


258 really a great one, but ours is only 
1 rich one „intimating, by this 


| exrpre mM, „ how little and conte ptible 
their own ſovereign appeared to e 
4 in Spende with Alexander. 


n 


nb. _ * 


ON ALEXANDER THE GREAT. | 
Henry Prince of Wales, and eldeſt 
fon of James I. King of England, dif- 
covered the ſame greatneſs. of mind 
on a ſimilar occaſion. When the French 
ambaſſador was at his father's court, and 
came to pay him his compliments, he 
found che prince very buſily engaged 
in his military exerciſes. © Go, Sir, 
(aid he) and tell your maſter in what 
* manner you have found me employ- 
* ed.” This prince had a moſt excel- 
lent judgment, and as good a heart. He 
had every quality which could render 
© him worthy of a throne, and his genius 
k ſore 2 friking reſemblance to that of 
Alexar I the world had not been 
; depived er his virxues by an untimely 
death, it is my opinion that he would 
| have a ired a f ren aer dank than the 


? 4 . 
* 
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ms Carriear REFLECTIONS, &c. 
The conduct of Alexander towards 
the Perſian ambaſſadors, is worthy 
of the higheſt eulogies. It may teach a 
young prince, who is deſigned for the 
throne, with what objects he ought to 
be converſant, and with what diligence 
he ſhould embrace and ſeek after op- 
portunities of inſtructing himſelf in 


what may contribute to the good of his 
country. This paſſage of hiſtory may 


| likewiſe, convince . us, that it is not 


2 riches, but true genius and elevation of 
ſoul, hich render a prince reſpectable. 
Unhappy is, that ſovereign of whom 


ve are forced to ſay, with the ambaſſa- 
dor of Perſia, when we compare him 


with another; This is really a great 


1 . but ours is only a rich one.“ 


„ 


body i is  Caſible that they : are : the gi of. 
forrune. Ho 


8 
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of ALEXANDER THE GREAT. 4 


. 


The hardy courage of Alexander in break- 


ing bis borſe Bucepbalus. 5 


LEX AN DER“ breaking Buce- 
- phalus was a proof rather of 
his diſcernment than of his courage. 
The prince obſerving that the horſe 


ſtartled at his own ſhadow, turned him 


about in fuch a manner, that not ſeeing 


it any longer, he ſuffered himſelf to be 


mounted without difficulty. All who 
were preſent admired Alexander. Even 
his father was aſtoniſhed at his reſolu- 
tion; becauſe nobody took notice that 
a ſlight remark was the true ſpring. of 
an action ſo very daring in appearance. 


, however, is the manner in which 


1 


+ Fo Carricat REFLECTIONS; Ce. N 
the fact hath becn relates by Quintus 


Curtius. 


c H A P. IV. 
| Alexander faves the life of io 8 
1 A LEXANDER ſeeing his Saber 


life in a battle, he inftantly threw 
Himſelf before him, and protected him 
with his body. This action can never 
de enough commended; and js alone 

ſufficient to clear him from any ſuſpici- 


ons of being concerned | in the conſpi- 


| racy againſt Philip: | Alexander, in 
this inſtance, not only acquitted him- 
ſelf of the moſt. ſacred of all duties, 


In prolonging the days of him, who 
4 next to the Almighty was the author 
of his life and being; but he likewiſe 


| diſcovered, r he was animated with 
„„ 1 5 a noble 


in imminent danger of loſing his 
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on ALTXANDER THE GnIAT, IV 
a noble deſire of acquiring the moſt 
ſolid glory. For what could be more 
glorious than to ſave the life of ſuch an 
illuſtrious father ? It was both neceſſary 
and glorious for the great fovereign of 


| Macedon to expoſe himſelf on this 


occaſion. We are toldj by ſome hif- 


ttorians, that Philip conceived a jea- 
loufy againſt his ſon for this gallant 
action. If what they ſay be matter af 


fact, it is not at all ro Philip's credit. 


But at the ſame time it greatly heightens 
the glory of Alexander, to have per- 
formed ſuch an action as could rails 


wwe ee of his own e. 9 
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| The contempt Wr 5 Ka 4 ;ſrovered ; 
or Paris, and the honors he rendered 1% 
5 the ſepulchre 4 Achilles. 
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THEN Alexander: was on bis 
V march through the country 
in which were the celebrated ruins 
of the city of Troy, he was pre- 
ſented with the harp of Paris. "hs 
« ſet but little value, (aid the N 
| magnanimons "monarch as he beheld 1 it;) 
« T'ſet but little value on this det pi⸗ 
ce cable and worthleſs inſtrument of 
8 effeminacy and pleaſure. I had 
* much rather find the harp of A- 
< chilles, on which that hero reſounded 
<« the praiſes of illuſtrious men, wit 
« the very ſame hand which in action 9 
« ſurpaſſed their exploits.” Then ad- 
„„ 5 ON van- 
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vancing to the tomb of Achilles, he» 
perfumed i it with ſweet ointments, and 
on the wes of it he e a crown of 
gold. 
» be: FO I have 3 are ci 
kad a great prince and a real hero. 
But there is a particular majeſty in the 
honors which Alexander rendered to 
the memory of Achilles. A true hero: 
will always take pleaſure in contempla- 
ting the virtues, the ſublime qualities, 
and the atchievements of thoſe who have 
gone before him in the career of great | 
exploits. By this means he excites 
within his own breaſt an emulation to 
tread in many Wa Men of a little genius 
and of merit are never willing 
tar zer eſteem to the moſt Eril· 
thats em which they remark in 
other people: on the contrary,” they” 
n. to leſſen them, and induſtri- 
S | ou * 


© - 24 Carrre Al. Rrrirertens, &c. 


equal. They chin to heighten their 
own worth, while in fact they only fink 
it by a conduct ſo extremely contemp- 


| WE Can gain over our own inclinations, 
= is to have the courage to admire what 


{Elves. No perſon 
1 à better ti | to the name of 
de own perſ = 
to reſpect the merit whic 


1 a ne ene in which 
8 for the moſt arrant — 
ee che benen, al _— orc nd 


duſly undervalue hat they cannot 
bible. Nothing can be more oppoſite 


% r 26 e heroiſm. The nobleſt victory 


is great and excelle in men of the 
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tance before us, hath given us noble 
er of thoſe ſentiments w 
aà great man rn en 
His mind is a proof that he thorough- 

underſtood and felt what true heroiſm 
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25. rein of Alexander upon the cans 
Aion ef. *ſovereigy princes. 


A | LEXANDER once — 


That kings ſhould always per- 


pet to be blamed for them.” This 


_ refleQion is partly true, and partly 
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„form good actions, and always ex - 
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E _ampleto his ſubjects, who will not fail 
rince doth not think 


. Xs * : 
, * x J TE ns TS * 


— o - 
7 ” 
8 P; 
5 
* x ? 
— 
- 
2 4 
8 
© ** 
@ * L 
7 
bY 
. 


> 4 84 me 
2 N 
9 * 
£ 7 4 
N + 
- 
* 
© 1 
i 0 
. ; © 1 
4 * 83 4 FN a 
* 5 
bo * gr 4% < % . 
Y 2 : : 
" 1 « 
we c : 
8 : 
* | 
A K > 
3 1 { 
Sa. 4. I , ; 
. ry - 
n „ * P LY ag 


overeign beſtows a favor 
equally merit 
nd of which the one 
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complains of his prince, not ſo much 


from any diſapprobation of his con- 
duct, as from a diſguſt at his 'own diſ- 
appointment. But is it not, after all, 


a general truth, that princes are more 


commended than cenſured? With what 
a ſwarm of flatterers is a ſovereign * 
rounded, who are always ready to ap- 
plaud him, not only for the meteſt 

„but for actions which are noto- 


N culpable, and reflect the vileſt 


diſhonour on regal majeſty. How 
many authors have laviſnhec their com- 


-- 


mendations on thoſe paſſages of 2 


prince's. life, which otight to be eraſet 
from the pages of hiſtory. In the 
tent tome of P. Daniel's 2 

1 on; Francis J. fer 1 d ant 
is Mans 6. the By 


chapter, if a prince 
ge che dries of his 
: being alok foropp 20 


it into his head | to diſpute 


| acer 8 prize at the Olympic games, | 3 

but he miſſedl his mark, and was not 4 
e to win the prize he contended for. n 
eee, 


P 


of AanrANDER rn — TY \ if 
ander greatly Pleaſes me. It muſt cer⸗ | ” Y 
tainly he acknowledged, that exerciſe} BN 


"_ exen laborious! ere, way be - 2 
— an rm as 4 mes ns to pres A 
ſerve him from effeminacy,—4 vice 
vic will cqualhydebilitate the powers 
ens ooo rauhe body. If the- 
bur this, We may fay — A fel en } 
{cience, that his method f putting it 
into execution was extremely injudici+ 
It was very unſeemly in Alex. oo 

pow tray foray and thus put 
himſelf upon e — 
of the meaneſt rank, and rahdeſgend 
(e become u ſpekkacle to bis whole 
| army, and a numerous throng! f the 
cbmmon people. All perſons! Rave 
bt che lame ſtrength of body Te 


20 Cxrrical ReyLacrTions, & c. 
well as thong other men. But in 
| bodily vigor, the lower claſs of people, 
who'are inured to labor and hardſhips, 

have generally ſpeaking the advantage 

: over kings, who are taken up with 
more lofty concerns. If, therefore, in 

of this a ſovereign 


n 
62 


1 will ea fall to ber — 
and, how ſevere r be the 

prince's mortification ? | 
monarch - humbles - milf in 
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fuch u uninporrant qualities as as can 8 . 
e luſtre of the royal 
nam 2 wing for example, it muſt be 
allowed that Painting is a fine art: Wo 
fa monarch. ſhould place. his chief 5 
merit in an accompliſhmeht . of | 
kind; what could be more. ridiculous? 

It might, perhaps, be worth his while 
to apply himſelf to the ſtudy of it now — 
and then by way of amuſement z but 
it would. {renin be. a blem m 
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leſſen him in the eyes 
— Cle dacht affabil 
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1: © had received from Philip.” I am 
= highly pleaſed with this expreſſion of 
. 1 . Alexamſler's gratitude to his mafter. It 
2 is a fine thing in a prince to be thus 
| ſenſible of the ſervices which have been 


done him; and eſpecially of that valu- 


able kind of ſervices we are ſpeaking 


of. It is by the care of his;preceptors 


7 
1 


that a young prince is rendered worthy 


of the name he bears. Beſides, —what 
taſk can be more difficult than to in- 


ſpire noble ſentiments and virtuous | 
principles i into creatures, who, notwith- 


ſtanding the rational faculties they are 
poſſeſſed of, are governed by ſo many 
"paſſions, and fo powerfully influenced 
. "on the froward and capricious humours 
- bf the age in which the cultivation of 
their manners is undertaken, that they 
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24 Carrical RzrLecrIONs,”&c. . 
mals devoid of reaſon, than _—_ 5 
ho are ripening into manhood. - 
The ſentiment in the abovgementi ti- 
4 apophthegm is extremely well- 
grounded. The exiſtence for which 
this hero was ; indebted, under God, to 
nis father Philip, would have been of 
little ſervice to him, if he had not met 
with an Ariſtotle, to inſtruct him how 
10 profit by the advantage of being the 
ſon of ſo illuſtrious a parent. It would 
have been doubly diſhonourable in A- 
lexander not to have coveted' to ap- 
prove himſelf ſuch a ſon as ſhould. be 
- worthy of the great Philip. Every ſon 3 
_ ſhould take a pride in imitating the | 
ood qualities of his father. But the 
ſon of Philip would have cut a figure 


| moſt remarkably contemptible, if he 
had not walked in the footſteps of the 
ger man to. whom he owed his birth. 5 

A 


on ALEXANDER THE GREAT. - 2 3. 
A Prince of or dinary merit, who ſuc- 
ceeds another of very weak abilities, 
will make a tolerable appearance to 
his ſubjects when compared with his 
predeceſſor. But when the place of a 
great and heroic ſovereign is filled up 
by. a ſucceſſor who is poſſeſſed of many 
uſeful and even ſnining qualities, though 
ina leſs eminent degree, the merits of the 


ED latter will appear trifling in compariſon 


of his wha filled the throne we 
him. 8 
We may add, 1 4 as e cd 
ad of Alexander flattered Philip in 
the moſt delicate manner. For we can- 
not help 1 imagining that he muſt have 
had a high opinion of his father's me- 
rit, to think himſelf under ſuch obliga 
tions to Ariſtotle for rendering him 
worthy to be called his ſon. In a word, 
this ſentiment of the king of Macedon 


+; 
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2386 Caxrvicat Rrrrcrions, &c. 
is an extreme fine one. It 
: mani that he had a noble and | 
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great deal e talk e as a man of | 
a  avery ſingular character, he had a mind 


E fo hare. ſome. diſcourſe with him, and 
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1a favor would be. moſt worthy 5 
his eee 22:4. The only fa- 


£7 gf that iis would be | kind 
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| Macedofi took his leave of won not J 
nttle affonithed at his anfrer. © © 
Alexander, upon this occaſion, diſ- 


5 covered a ſtrong cyriofity to inform | 
himſelf of the ſentiments of a man, who 


him triths 'which- noÞot 


paſſed for 2 great oddity, This curi- 
ofity is very commendable in a prince. 
It may thtow in his way men of a frank 
and open character, who will not feruple 
to fay every thing they think, and tell 
y elſe would 


preſume to mention; How many in- 
ſtances may we meet wich both in anci- 

ent and ir modern hiſtory of princes; 
wo by mingling with their" fubjects, 
under favor of ſome diſcuife or another; 
have leatned truths which peg th never 
thought of before. ie 8 1 

I ammightily pleaſed with. 
for aefiting to oblige bs but 
: Tf equally pleaſed with * 


for 


fue have — ray . 1 
pleaſed of che great conqueror of Aſia. 
Wie may farther infer from this paſ- 
| fage, that men may content themſelves 
with a little, and Mr. be he ng 


1 ck 15 55 — chat I ſhould re re- 
gard myſelf as the unhappieſt of mor- 


tals, if I was neceſſitated pie + his 


example. It would be a matter of bad 

conſequence, if all the world was of the 
Ffxrnic's way of thinking. But there are 
too many perſons to whom I could wiſh 
it as a real bleſſing. I mean thoſe, 
eee ee ee 
Agan eee 6, thor tel- 


ON ALEXANDER "THE Great. 29 
The aſtoniſtime 
cedon, upon hearing the blunt anſwer 
of Diogenes, was extremely natural. 
No characters could be more oppoſite 
to each other, than choſe of the prince 
and the philoſopher. The former could 
not have been happy, even if he 
had conquered the whole world: but 
the latter was not only contented with 
his tub, but diſdained every other ad- 
vantage, Tae that of viewing the ſun 
at full liberty. Both the one and the 

other was a Wenn man in his o.]n way: 
Alexander for his ambition to be the 
art nun upon earth, (an ambition 
which is very natural to a great mind; 
and Diogenes for the ſimplicity of his 
manners. Several hiſtorians have in- 
formed us, that Alexander franklx 
had not been Alexander, he would 
1 95 . have 


had ſome reaſon 


ave appeared 
s, or have lived in 
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5 CHAP. X. 
What dee Au the due. 


& HEN Alexander came to x leer, 
| thens, did it become him to ſay®,/ a, 5 
5 to the inhabitants of that ceveaed ee, 
| city, — O Athenians, to what a.mul- SERA AAA ol | 
e titude of dangers a and fatigues have ga uu. 
5 1 expoſed myſelf, in order to wee, 


«* your praiſes !”. 1 acknowledge APE 2. b 
deed, that theſe words were very flats, greg, > 
tering to the Athenians ; but I. muſt 4 a ee: © 
1 "a at the ſame. time, that I can ſcarce- 
| ly think them worthy of the king of, ty. 24 8 
|. Macedon. I do not believe ae ada. 
'' - that Alexander ever-cxpreſſed himſe Age 77 
1 5 in this manner. But if i it is not a mere 7 5 
b er Alexander probably had a mind 73 Eee 
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: know the high value he ſet on 
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as e ee 
| ble that the king of Macedon 
have uttere: „ Wen words feri- | 


dor eee 


0 many daring ex. 
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of his military atchiey teveme rits: I cannot 


ſay that I have any eſteem for aiprince 


a view to be applauded for them It 


is, indeed, a great advantage ta the 
public that ſuch a ane 


form many noble things, from the ſole 
motive of 80 ory, and, . the applauſe they 
expect for their pains. But are the 
to be compared with⸗ thoſe w 
od actions from a. principle 
152 — and becauſe they are con- 
vinced that they are called to it by their 


duty? A deſire of glory may urge 
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former to many extrayagant exertie 
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tingly do any thing which, is con 
to their duty, but Pay a ; conſtant an ad an, 
in violable regard to the facred e engage - 
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11 N. A jexander ſaw one of his 
couriers, whom he had ſent up- 
JE, return ſooner t. | 
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* if it was to bring him ſuch an agree. 
able piece of news; that he had re: 
« turned with ſuch diſpatch?“ Ian 
really at a loſs for the true meaning of | 
3 theſe noted words-of the king of Ma. .Y 
| cedon. . he ſpe ke e them fer. 5 4 


_ ouſly; or, it m : 
confider them as a tu of vieath 
I cannot, however, perſuade myſelf that | 
| we ought to look upon them in tile 

former light. For is it poſſible chatſuch! 1 

ing as Alexander was, could ever ik. 

AQine, that a man ſhould come to lit K 4 

again, who was dead and. rotten many — 1 

years before himſelf was either born 0 5 

5 thought of? I am EY of opinion, « 

 _ -thatheonl meant hen 18 a turn 4 

pPaleaſantry. But Tam Mill at aloſs to 5 

Tf comprehend, how King, who had 6 - I 


| £2 many important affairs upon his mind, | By 5 2 
|| —rovldalways be thinki 2 
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omer. It, muſt” indeed be allowed, 
r it is very commendable i in a prince 
iſh; them above the reſt of 
ſhould have been 
r Pleaſed with Alexander, .if 
of talking about Homer he had 


- 


7 1 to reſpect men of learning and genius, 


5 whether. the enemy was ad- 
755 yancing,, or whether the man had any 
1 tellig ence. to communicate, which 
. t be of ſervice to the ſtate : he 
would then have diſcovered: that the, 

1 and the welfare of his 
8 ſubjects was always uppermoſt in his 


Vithout pretending to cen- 
of Macedon, I cannot 
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„that he. Was. fond of 
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# 3. © 


ond diſpune A. very ori 
is it not. A. great deal 


25 of leming and genius. This cha- 
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better to deſerve. ſuch a character in 
reality, than merely to make à ſhew of 
it, and take ſuch a world of pains ta 
preſerve nothing but the bare appears 
ance of it? And are we not tempted to 
ſuſpect, that a man hd: thus openly 
aſſumes the titleʒ is indes ſufficiently 
ſenſible of the eſteem. which is due f 
che ſciences, but at the ſamæ time that he 

bath: much finer taſte for . than 
he can juſtly pretend to hae? 


BOY 


e liert gebe with 


caſket to — e ö 
I am far from cenſuring the king of 
Macedon for the wonderful eſteem 
which he diſcovered for this celebrated 
Poet. On the contrary, I greatly com- 
| mend him. The poems of Homer, ex- 
SHO 73 - £ cluſive 
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j merit, | might 9 


eluſive of their 
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2 merit, = r ed 4 tan he: 
_ Ae of Macedon making a 
6: between, perſons ho had 
and thoſg Nh none. It. is 

commendable in a prince, or in 


bs , 10 to ſhew. ik ved, ſpecial 
is — to duch Perlons vo band 
tinguiſhed: themſelves fro | 

mankind . by he ble.. 
But a prince e Alexander, 
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was capable of the moſt elevated con- 


duct, ought naturally to have reflected 


within himſelf, what an heroic action 
it would have been to have ſpared the 


e city eut of compaſſion to the 


poor inhabitants, und to have yielded 
"oh the dictates of true grandeur, what 8 


10up it de "ould" "rior 5 r hand fon 


or, ens Hs How of Mate: 
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with the merits of a mere poet ſuch as 
Pindar. But without laboring to put an 
ill natured conſtruction upon this part 
of Alexander's conduct, we may rea- 
ſonably i imagine, that one * the princi- 
pal motives which engaged him to it, 
was a defife to have che poets for his 
friends; PE very commendable deftre, - 
but which ve mu eiae hire bete 
d wir the idea of chaving His 
hah immortali ed, and of engaging 
tlie poets to mention him upon all oc 

cafions ich the — mo 
* Sir v: bur 


ſo. e te rds k how it will, 
in itſelf is deſerving 0 the 
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of loſing his life, and he certainly would 
have loſt it if Clitus, whom he after- 
wards thought worthy to be made his 
confident, had not ſaved him. The 
kipg of Macedon, with: his own hand; 
Seve ene who was: one of the 


Darius. Alexander did not act very 
| prudently, or rather he did not act like | 
__ «true/patriot, in expoſing hi 
ſon in — maty r 
1 2 ane n the 
| pen ed to be taken off, it 
5 the entire de- 
feat of his army; for the diſagreement 
of his generals about the command; and 
the conſternation” of his troops, would 
have given Darius an eaſy victory. Fhe 
battle of Lutzen is an inſtance too ex- 
traordinary to ferve: for a prece 
then, * * ſoldiery preferve 
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their courage; though Guſtavus Adol- 
Phus, the gallant king of Sweden, and. 


Hoſt his lift in che very hotteſt of the 


which the men were all inſpired, pro. 
has 248 chem a victory, which: ſuch a 
eataſtropheſhould naturally have taken 
from them bib ad 220237 10 Sunborg | 
Ir gives me pain to reflect that, up: 
S neceſſier of Killing Spirhridates with 


ch he mee 
It muſt : ſink him beneath his dignity 
29/+perform «ths! office of —— 
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Alfter the battle was over, Alexander 
gave orders that the Greek officers, who 
had loſt. their ves in the ſervice of 
Darius, ſhould be interred with all the 
euſtomary ſolemnities. The Greeks who. 
were taken priſoners he put in irons, that 
he might afterwards have them puniſned 
as they deſerved for - fighting againſt 
their country. But the Thebans he 
ſent home, becauſe they had acted a- 
gainſt r duty, not ſo much out of 
choice as from neceſſity. He ſent to 
Athens three hundred bucklers to be 
depoſited in the temple of Minerva, 
with the following inſeription. Alex- 
ander the ſon of Philip, and all the 
— -Greeks, excepting the Lacedzmoni- | 
ans, took theſe ſpoils from the bar- 
4 barians of Aſia“ The nden of 
Alexander towards: his enemies, in auſ⸗ 
ing them to be honorably, ee Was: 

ate Re | worthy 


by the misfortunes of war, to a ne 


Le 
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worthy of a great prince. Nothing 
take revenge upon our enemies after 


they are dead. 2 am hkewiſs 
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making a difference between the The- 


is and tlie reſt of the Greeks: It 
was perſoctiy agreeable to the equity of 
this illuſtrious prince, to excuſe thoſe 
from puniſhment who had been reduced 
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— nſertpüch which was Bed up 
Re in the temple. of Minerva, 
doth honor to the memory of a prince 
ie king of Macedon's character. 
vs, that he attributed his good ſut- 
to the aſſiſtance of the Greeks, anc 
mot ys to) His! on wine and 
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roweſs, The author I have followec 


informs us, that the deligh of Alexander 
in acting after this difintereſted man- 


ner was- that by thus ſharing the 
« credit of the victory amongſt the 
C4 Greeks, he might render them more 
“ obedient to his orders upon any fu- 
« ture occaſion, and at the fame time 
% condemn the haughtineſs of. the La- 
+ cedzmonians, who having ſeparated 
& themſelves from the reſt of the ſtates 
“of Greece, could have no pretenſions 
<< to any part of the honor.“ He like- 
wiſe diſcovered upon this occaſion, that 


he made but little account of thoſe 


gawdy, littering trifles, which lux- 
ury alone recommends to our eſteem 3 


and, at the ſame time, he convinced 


the world that he had the nobleſt 


ſentiments of reſpect and tenderneſs 
; for his mother Olympias, by mak- 
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becauſe it is a pr 


he had fore — e and 
be had — not. to! - 
| ſcribed to bis on proweßß, but mn 
aſſiſtance of the ſupreme power; Cynm, 
the great king of Perks, always uled 
19. invoke the Gods: þefore he began an 
engagement, and to tum them thanks 


| whoſe. ee — —— 
Moment .o our original nothing, Our 
fe xpmrametts aac inconlide. 


* eee eee 


r . me) r ͥ e GLO, 4 Ae 11 Sn Wn — — gy - _— — = 
r — 1—— — — — 
. . a 
4 7 8 
— 0 
. 
4 A 
KA 2 
* ? 4 
RR 
A 
1 4 
« 1 


50 Oarriea. Rerrrertons, & c. 

are nothing more than the feeble in- 
8 ſtruments of his awful will, who is the 
moſt perfect, and the greateſt of be- 
ings. Every prince ſhould remember, 
chat his fortune is entirely at the diſ- 


; poſal of the great ſovereign of the uni- 
verſe, who' can as eaſily humble the 


moſt powerful, as he can exalt the 
weakeſt to the higheſt ſummit of prof- 
perity; and honor. To attain to ſuch a 
diſtinguiſhed: degree of elevation, or at 
leaſt to render ourſelves worthy of it, 
ve ſhould receive all the favors of 


heaven, with 2 moſt humble grati- 


der thanks to the 


E foraſtifting'u with hispower- 


cala, in compariſon of which our 

ability is no greater than that of 
the feebleſt reptile, when oppoſed to 
ches moſt terrible thing in nature. Bur 
this ies is a vet . 3 


o ALEXANDER THE GREAT. 31 
of the infinite diſproportion between 
human weakneſs, and the uncontroul- | 
able ee of the e | 


CHAP. xv. 


7 he Jones which were ended by Ar- 
E auder to the fatue of Thee... 15 


H EN Alexander came to the 
VV city of Phaſelus, where he 
halted for ſome time, he found a ſta- 
tue which had been ſet up by the inha- 
bitants in honor of Theodectes. One 
day, after enjoying himſelf in the com- 
pany of his friends at an entertainment, 
he went with them and danced round 
the ſtatue, and adorned it with chaplets 
of flowers, in memory. of the friendſhip 
which he had entertained for Theodectes 
in his youth. It was a proof of the e. 
cellent character of Alexander, not to 
. = 2 | be 
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be unmindful of thoſe who. had been 
received into the number of his friends 
in his younger, years; but, on the con- 
trary, to honor them with the moſt public 
and diſtinguiſhed marks of his. tender- | 
neſs. It is no uncommon thing to meet 
with printes ant Private perſe iS, WO 
when they Have been raiſed to any bril- 
liant ſituation. can forget thoſe without 


a a bluſh, who | in their youth were rank- 


ed among their friends. This is a mark 
of a worthleſs character, whieh requires 
no farther evidence to confirm it. If 
1 have found a perſon, whoſe fine quali- 5 
ties have rendered him worthy of my 
tendereſt eſteem,, that. eſteem ſhould | 
never alter with any condition, to what- 
ever height of elevation the hand of 
| Providence may afterwards exalt me. I 


ſhould make myſelf very contemptible, 
11 bon meal wethe. gs, which I 


OW-e 
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owe him, rather by my own ſitua- 
tion in life, than hy the genuine prin- 
ciples of reaſon and morality. But 
thoſe who behaye in this manner, ſel- 
dom fail in the end to undergo the 
ſame mortifying treatment which they 
have uſed towards others: for when 
they have once diſcovered themſelves, 
[ they make every body cautious of be- 
ing concerned with ſuch ungenerous | 
friends. The conduct, therefore, of 
Alexander, in preſerying himſelf from 
ſuch a deſpicable foible, well com- 
ports with the cherer of a great 
en 3 
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N 3 HA P. XVI. 
Auer adores the true G od. 


7 HEN the W of Mackdob 
= drew near Jeruſalem, Jaddeus 
te high-prieſt, attended by the reſt of 
his brethern, and the whole body of the 
Hebrew people, advanced from the holy 
city to meet him. Alexander diſmounted 
from his horſe, and after adoring the 
Name of the true God, which was en- 
graven on a plate of gold on the high- 
prieſt's tiara, he received Jaddeus him- 
ſelf with the moſt honorable demon- 
ſtrations of reſpect. The whole army 
was aſtoniſhed at this condeſcending 
action of the ſon of Philip, and even 
Parmenio could not refrain from aſking 
x | op. Him, 
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him, Why he paid ſo much ho- 
% nor to a religion. ſo very different 
e from his own; eſpecially when he re- 
<< flected, what a foul diſgrace it would 
cc have been, in ſo great a king, to re- 
« ceive even the higheſt teſtimonies of 
< reſpect, from ſuch a paltry contemp- 
< tible nation as the Jews?“ By way 
of anſwer, Alexander informed him of 
a dream which had happened to him 
ſome time before, in which a perſon of 

the —_ venerable. aſpect preſented 
himſelf to his view, and bade him fol- 
low. him into Aſia to overturn the ex- 
tenſive empire of the Perſians. When 
he afterwards ſaw the high-prieſt, the 
reſemblance which he obſerved betwe 
that pontiff and this venerable perſon, 
was ſo exact, that he 3 þ n 
ſelf * his drove: I 24 92 
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8 . this tung of hiſtory we 


= oſs of ey moſt feeble inſtruments for 


the execution of his purpoſes, and when 
and how he pleaſes, turn the hearts of 
the" moſt powerful princes upon earth. 
Rad promiſec the-Hebrews to aſſiſt 
zecafions with his mighty 


7 arm, inc to fuffer no one to have the 


tee enk rags rad For the 
ment of - this promiſe, and 


preſervation of his choſen people, | 
| the Almighty only preſented t to Alex- 


ander in a dream che a of 4 
{'who bore ſome' Likenels e to the 


and moch more to fubmir to th re 
ea 3 „„ ligious 


ow AtzXAanDER THe GREAT. * 
ligious precepts of a nation, who were 
univerſally deſpiſed. It could therefore 
be nothing but the hand of the Al- 
mighty which led Alexander to behave 
in the manner we have related upon this 
memorable occaſion. F cannot, how- 
ever, perſuade myſelf, that what he did 
in the cafe before us ſhould be conſi- 
dered as any part of his merit: becauſe 


RS he acknowledged to his friend Par · 


menio, as we have obſerved, 
that his dream w the ſole DO 
ment. . # 1 yo If} 
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dium. * Aſter making himſelf maſter 
of the city, he entered the temple of 
Jupiter, where he found the chariot of 
SGordius, the 4 father of Midas, which 
differed in nothing from an ordinary 
chariot, but in the fame of i its yoke, the 
cord of which. was tied in ſuch a num 
her of knots, ſo very artfully inter- 

ir ther, that no eye could 

| perceive. either. where they begun or 
where they ended. As it was reported 
among the inhabitants of the nz 
that whoſoever could untie this knot, 
| thould obtain the ſovereignty of Aſia, 
Alexander reſolved to attempt it, 
that the preſage might be accompliſh- 
ed in himſelf: but not being able to 
ſucceed, he drew his ſword and cut 
the; cord in two. This action of the 
ſon of Philip, is generally applauded 


a5 a proof of his great capacity: Peri 


on ALEXANDER THE GREAT. 39 
| haps, an ordinary genius might have 
had the ſame thought: but he would 
ſcarcely have imagined that this' me- 
thod of undoing the knot could ful- 
fill the prophecy. Upon this occa- 
ſion Alexander doth not appear to me, 
to havediſcovered as much judgment as 
I could have wiſhed. For could he 
really be fo weak as to perſuade himſelf, 
that by defeating the intricacy of the 
Gordian knot, he ſhould enſure the con- 
queſt of Aſia? If we excuſe our hero 
for giving way to ſuch a ſuperſtitious 
notion, it muſt be merely i in conſidera- 
tion of his being a pagan, and living 
in an age when oracles were in the 
higheſt credit.” Beſides, it ſhould haye 
been remembered, that the oracle pro- 
miſed the conqueſt of Ala to him 
who ſhould untie the Enot : : fo that, . 
in fact, Alexander acted contrary to 
the 
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che true meaning of the prophecy in 

cutting the cord aſunder with his ſword. 
As he made uſe of force, where the 
oracle demanded nothing but addreſs, 
he could have no authority from that 
quartertopromiſe Himſelf that he ſhould 
be the conqueror of Aſia, though he 
ins ee to be ſo i in the event. 
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.T HEN the. eonquergr. of Aſa 
VV lay dangerouſly ill of a diſor- 
der, 8 was occaſioned by his bath- 
ing in the Cydnus, and the whole army 
s in the greateſt pain for his life, 


: he could find no body who. was bold 


enough 


* 2 
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enough to undertake the cure, except 
SHY the penn who n con- 
ere he was baer ag his Pe” ver 
had a very ſingular regard for him. 
While Philip was exerting all his (kill, 
to ſave the life of our hero, the latter 
received a letter from Parmenio, his fa- 
votite officer, to advertiſe him, thathis 
phyſician being currupted by the pre- 
| ſents of Darius, and by the promiſes of 
pd ire Him hos: om ſiſter 
bim. Alexander, — was not a > bake 
"des a this advice, paſſed his time 
| between fear and hope. But, when ic 
was/to.take nne eh. r 
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ing off the medicine, at the ſame in - 
ſtant he gave Philip the letter; taking 
care to view him as narrowly as poſſible: 
the whole time he was reading it, that 
he might diſcover whether he betrayed 


| 2 of confuſion in his counte-. 


ance. © e 0 2 for 3 


a; "This action: of 5. king of Ma- 


cedon, though in fact it was a piece 
of räſhneſs, beſpeaks a; prince who 


It was, however, a very inconſiderate 
ſtep; thus to riſk his life without occa- 


ſioni. It was not in the leaſt impoſſible 
that Darius might ſeek an oppor- 
tunity to rid himſelf of ſuch a danger- 


ous and ſuch a fatal enemy as Alex- 


ander: aha en een, mad, want 
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the flattering hopes of eſpouſing the 
ſiſter of ſo great a monarch, and receĩv- 
| ing an ample fortune over and above, 
as the recompence of his crime. But, 
after all, this temerity of Alexander re- 
flects an honor upon his memory. It 
argues . noble and an elevated foul; 
which could not conceive it Poſſible, 
that even his enemy ſnhould ſeek to de- 
| liver himſelf from a formidable con- 
queror, by having recourſe to ſuch 
meaſures, as appeared to him to be the 

moſt vile and deteſtable, which the moſt 
= inveterate malice could ſuggeſt. The 
conduct of the king of Macedon to- 
wards Philip, is an inſtance of the ſame 
| greatneſs of mind. He would not har- 
bour the leaſt ſuſpicion that a perſon, 
whom he had ever known to be a faith- 
ful and in'affeftionate* fubject, could 


; be capable of ſuch an abominable piece 
: 'of 
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vereign. We cannot fail to conceive 
the higheſt eſteem for the king of Ma- 
cedon, from his generous and tender 
treatment of the relatives of the unfor- 
tunate king of Perſia. It would be 
well if every ſovereign, and every man 
in general, who may find himſelf in the 


ſame proſperous ſituation as Alexander, 


would keep his eye upon this ſublime 


example of virtue, with an inclination | 
weep at Once with 


to imitate it. To wet 
admiration and pity, as s he actually did, 


when he beheld the family of Darius, 


_ forgerful of their own iner 


8 the 2 of the 4 4 
| 0 ata have nm 


excelhins « haracter. e would 
that the greateſt arenen upon earth 


end Le been affected at the moving 


© ſcene, 
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ſcene, if he had beheld Alexander alt 


_ agitated as he was, and unable to ſtem 


the torrent of his tears, at the: ſight of 


a queen and two unfortunate princeſſes, 
eee e Et , | 
an eee, wereign, wh 
Fs eee 10 the Gals: 

ere eee vs faxter 


R of Allzanilews' conduct 


hich 1 admire, in this paffage of 


| willy of Dees fe, ning his favorite 
Heæpheſtion for h elf, What fe 
inefs,” and at the ume time hat ma- 


It „ was there in his niwer-to. the mo- 


the — ef Darius, When the 2 bis 
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of overcoming his paſſions, that Rib 
ander upon this occaſion ſurpaſſed him- 
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children made: uſe of it in their 
„ Behave well, ſaid they, and you 


bn ſhall be king” he: It proved the wiſ< 


dom of Alexander's conduct. when 
he beſtowed the crown on 
nymus, and paid à greate — 
merit than to rank. It was acting like 
a truly great ſovereign, to prefer wirtue 
before extra _ wken he men 
ſtow _— 2 eng of inch ods nt 


ence is produced among men by the 
mere force of education! The King of 
vas aſtoniſhed at Abdolony- 

mus, when be affured bim that he hack 
in procuring his dall. ſub ſtegeebyiths 
labor of his hands. There was in fact 


# 6, $= . 2 
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Argen ludentes rex eris,ajunt, freQe facies) 
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We may levi obſerie, in this 
paſſage of Alexander's life; what differ 


1 


s, & 
a ſtriking cumtraſt between a conqueror; 

Who lived only for war and glory, and — 
4 private man ↄf an obſcure condition, ' 
whoſe only pleaſure was to cultivate a 
ſmall eſtate, where his days glided 
ſtmobthly in and innocence,” 

1 Ee eee eee * * 


N Oo 


In the . he was eee eee i 
Aperſon of s character ſo remote from 9 
n. The Opinion which moſt pre- 
vails,..attjiþytes.is-wholly to the; merit 
of * Abdgonymus. 85 Without pretend 
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all diſpleaſed at the thoughts of leaving 


77 


a a prince behind him whom he knew he 
Could rely upon, and who was not of 


the moſt enterprizing genius. 
When I ſaid above that Alexander 


lived only for war and glory, it was far 


from my intention to eenſure the charar- 
ter of this hero. The Almighty hath 


diſcovered his infinite wiſdom inthe ere- 


ation of mankind, by not beſtowing 
upon all the ſame ſentiments, and the 


ſame inclinations. It is of great ad- 


vantage to the human race, that there 
ſhould be armies, and! chiefs « | 
ble of commanding: them. This K. 


cutts the: Public tranquillity, ſupports 


1 at would likewiſe be bs great misfortune 


en chemives to dis 8 of ths 
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We ſhould be reduced, in 4 
title w o ay cruel neceſſity” of 
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CANNOT perſuade: my 


was any proof of Alexander's greatneſs 
of mind to reject the moderate terms of 


peace which were propoſed by Darius. 


He was offended at the king of Pei 
as We to cede Lycia, or Lydia; 


in his anſwer, were 
reaſonable... It is true, indeed, that 
Darius 
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Darius, when he made theſe propoſals, 
was a weak and an unfortunate prince; 
but it was very poſſible that fortune 
might have abandoned Alexander, and 
transferred her favors to his antagoniſt. 
It is no honor to him who hath the up- 
per hand, to oppreſs an enemy over 
whom he hath gained the moſt conſi- 
derable advantages. The generoſity of 
granting à reaſonable peace to the 


| weak ſide, is the- greateſt glory of a 


us monarch. A greedy wolf, 


| exerting: all his ſtrength againſt a timor- 
ous lamb, is the proper emblem of z 
conqueror who takes advantage of the 


weakneſs of his enemy. K 18 ee 


more noble to forg ie. 


Another reaſon to condemn Alu 
ander, for rejecting conditions ſo advati- 


tageous to If, and ſo moderate on 
the IO of the king of Perſia, is, be- 
215 5 cCoeœauſe 


74 Carrregl Rertuctions, &c. 
cauſe Darius offered to cede to him 4 
country, which he could not conquer 
by force of arms, without ſhedding 
the blood of a prodigious number of 
men. It was likewiſe uncertain whether 
he would be able to conquer it after 
Alexander was toe. fond of war to be 
willing to put an end to it, and his on- 
ly: deſign was to make conqueſts ſword 
in hand. What makes me think ſos is, = 
that unleſs this was his motive, nothing 
could have been more e 
than to refuſe the quiet poſſeſſion of a 
dune province, and * the _—__ 
gained for ever, bs only 0 nſenting to 
à moderate. treaty. — if 
we conſider, that by Jus obſtinacy, he 
- Fxpoled himſelf co the | neceſ- 
ſity of 4rri ating his 
ss 


were theſe notions a 
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ing his own ſoldiers. But, unhappily, 
if Alexander had accepted the treaty : 
of Darius, he would never have been 


| ſatisfied” in his own mindz becauſe 


he regarded ne e 2 plea- 
ſure in the 


to perſuade himſelf, that to receive 4 
province from the hands of its lawful 
poſſeſſor, was not as truly to conquer 


Zetis the | governor of Gaza, 


ce «4 *- 


76 CrrTIcal RxrLzer IONS, &c. 
torments for having courageouſly de- 
fended his poſt, diſcovered that he con- 
ſulted his paſſions more than the dictates 
of reaſon, or the common idea of hat 
is ſuitable to the character of 4 great 
W It is extremely mean and little 
o take a pleaſure in revenging our- 
| 2 upon an unfortunate enemy. 
do us any prejudice. But it is in- 
| finite ly more UnNWOTti en eee 
to level his webe e againſt an: 
enemy who hath gallantly defended 
himſelf, and ſerved his -maſter with 
honor and fidelity. 1 ſhall offer 
but two reaſons to prove that no- 
thing can be more honourable to a 
prince, or more . to the 
rules of good policy. ain this ogea- | 
fion Alexander is far front "ap- vr 
pearing ke the fon of hg He 


£248 N rather 
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rather looks like Xerxes, ordering 
the Helleſpont to be fettered and 
ſcourged, becauſe n of: his fleet was 
loſt in it. 9 
A man, who. 1 ail ſacrificed 
his all in defence of a poſt, en- 
truſted 10 him by his ſovereign, can 
never be enough admired and ap- 
plauded. He hath given a proof 
of Aa truly excellent character, and 
” heart more attached to his duty 
han to his intereſt. What mean- 
N neſs, then, was it in Wale to ſhew 


8 the world, that he had rather have ſeen 


Betis, Uke a treacherous and a per- 
Jured rebel, tamely delivering into his 
hands, a.place which he had ſworn to 
defend,. and. ſurrendering with all the 
marks of a. traitor! The more laudable 


Ve judge the conduct of Betis, the more 
e is that of Alexander, Gaza | 


was 


. 


. . aA; ethane: , oc. 
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by Carricat'Reriterions; &c. 
E was the only place remaining where 
3 Parius could thelrer himſelf; all ehe 
'Y n ntches of that unfortunate prince; and 
= every thing he had collected for che 
3 ſubſiſtence of his army; were depoſited 
3 in that fortreſs.” Was it poſſible, then, 
| "ox Beti is to exert himſelf. . too 
=_ Much vigor in its defence? 
But flat the reſpect, whic * is al- 
i ways due to virtue, ſo apparentiy con- 
| c demns, would beequally culpable in a 

13 3 | ſovereign on the ſcore of 'good policy. 
| "To a8 in fuch a rigorous manner as 
BM - Alexa ander did to Betis, would * be 
giving the enemy a right to make re- 
*ptifals, and ſetting a "precetlent ” Which 


* "oy 9 


wight be attended wirn che. mot 


185 F ere to the officers 
ef our own army. For is it probable, 
*that we all find them "diſpoſed to 


* „ 


make an i Sbflinace defence in theit ſe- 
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veral poſts, when they are in expecta- 
tion! of the ſame rigorous treatment 
met with in the like circumſtances ? A- 
| lexander, therefore, in the cafe before 
us, neither conducted himſelf like a 
great king, nor a good politician. After 
ſo many proofs which the king of Ma- 
cedon had given his enemies of the 
greatneſs of his mind, he ſunk his 

character, upon this occaſion, as much 
as he had raiſed it by all the former. 
Alexander, who behaved ſo generouſly | 
to the captive family of Darius, ſhould 
treat one of this prince's officers in ſuch 

an unworthy manner, for having brava- 
5 ly defended his poſt, and refuſed to 

ſurrender it to the conqueror at the firſt 

ſummons! If he was capable of ſo much 
e in the former inſtance, what 

31 4 | | could 
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could hinder him from ſhewing it in 
this? When we know that a prince is 


naturally incapable of entertaining noble 


ſentiments, we are not in the leaſt ſur- 


priſed to find him always 3 in the lame 
contemptible rank in which we lelt 
him: but ve cannot help being aſtoniſh- 
ed, when we ſee another, Who hath 
given, the world repeated proofs of 'the 
greatneſs of iy mind, af terwards fall. 
his formet er, if EET * A 
fore, might wiſh, with good reaſon, 
chat his conduct to Betis had never been 
inhabited to poſterity: for they inuff 
:rertainly conſider it as a [grear! ſtain to 
Se.” ee e 
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CHAP. XXII. 3 


22 e to: be ao rhe on of 


| A. LEXANDER aumingthe tile 
of the ſon of Jupiter, when it 
was offered to him by the prieſt of 
Jupiter Hammon, may ſerve to teach 

. us to what an aſtoniſhing degree a 
prince may be blinded by | the adulation 
of deſigning men. The king of Ma- 
cedon was very ambitious to be reckon, 
ed a genius of the foremoſt rank: but 
this inſtance of his vanity muſt give the | 
world but a very contemptible opinion 
of his judgment. How could a prince- 
of ſo much boaſted, penetration ever 
imagine, that there could be any truth . 
in what the prieſt had told him, when 
* muſt — 8 hey ſenſible that he names 

G bis 
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his birth to Philip and Olympias | ? He | 


ought, at leaft; to have reflected, that 


he could not fail to become the ſport 
of his generals, and of the whole army, 


by a pretenſion of which g n 


Amongft them knew the falſity, 
We may likewiſe diſcern, by his 
conduct of Alexander, that he already 


began to regard himſelf as a much 


better man than his father, and to think 


it. t beneath bis ; dignity to derive his ori- 


ginal from a mere mortal.—though 


this mortal had fled the throne | in the 


moſt diſtinguiſhed manner. To what 


an excels of folly will not vanity tranſ- 


ſport a Prince, when it is prompted « on 


by flattery. This ſingle inſtanee will 


JuRify what Tfaid of Alexander, wheh 
1 obſerved, that he might have ſerved 


8er A model bf perfect prince, if the 
uſtr of l. Welt qualities nad not 


? * 
3 8 
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been tarciſhed moron rio - 


bi * 
5 Or what fervicwn it to him to be 
filed the oa of Jupiter? Didit heighten 
his glory? On the contrary, if he had 
been contented ta keep Philip for his 
father, the whole world would have 
ſaid, that he went to the unnuſt of huy- 
man nature, and did every thing of which 
mortality is capable. Bui by pretend- 
ing to be the an af 4 deity, he hath 
given eve; ry body rae! ta ſay, upon a 
review even n of his greateſt exploits,---- 
„ All this" is abundantly too little for 
« the for of Jupiter It reſults from 
| hence, that Alexander acted very in- 5 
conſiderately ia affefting fack a lofty 
title. He ſpread-4 report among his 
ſoldiers and fabjetts, that 'a ſerpent 
'glided into the boſom of his mother 
þ of her pregnancy. 
fl „ But 
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what an extravagant whimſy was 

this, to chooſe : a monſter for his father, | 
| Tather than a prince of the moſt Uif 
. ed merit. The whole: ſtory 
| From the beginning to the end of it, 
5 :doth not beſpeak the great king but a 
= | prince who had abſolutely been flarcer- 
ed out of his ſenſes, | NIX 97 26A 5 
ie 209; Ys 9 BE DE A © 0: 

L ee 4 har, en | bearing | 
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His very enemies hemſelves. Such in- 
| ſtances as: theſe are My faficient to 
ive us a great opinion of a prince's 

merit. They are a proof that he muſt 
have a noble turn of mind, and may 
teach all forts of inen; that ãt is their 
0 50 ©. bo Coons oncthe: wy 
n bauer be objected, Ait . | 
lexander's deep > affliction,; on! this occa- 
ſion, n e of a violent 
paſſion for Statira. Suppoſing this 
N the ur we 25 ht n 
Able to = many: bh Ss qualities 


8 which bite: aſeribes to that princeſs. 


of that tak : 
R are againſt y 


2 I 1 ane afford the Es 
e cind. 


85 Carrioat. Rrlrerzond, &. 
Statira above once; and then be ſay 
ber by mere accident; when he made 


—— the chaem- 


| e en ee of Bt 
is the very circumſtance which reflects 
an "hinge upon ho; _ 


—— — 1 
in his eee e 


wy to the. ſmalleſt rempration, which 
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A, is not improbable, that the Almighty; 


in the inſtance now before us, had. an 
intention to reward the deſcendants of 
Cyrus for that prince's generous beha- 
vior to Panthea the wife uf Abradates. 
The famous Scipio Africanus, and 
the great Fhiehne amyng the moderns, 
have each of them ſufficiently taught 
us, by their example, what an amiable 
A to reſpect the virtue of an 
unfortunate captive. It were to bo 
wiſhed, that all prinees would oblige 
mſelve to imirate theſe truly excel 
Unt mals They are infinitely mere 
concerned than men of abe eeg 
to pteſerve the taſte their o. 
inclinations The greateſt xing upon 
earth is no longer a king, when he 
condeſeends to become a flave to His 
— name of 4 hers, and 4 
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ftitſt onſet. But Alexander had too 
much judgment and reſolution to be 
diſheartened at ſuch a trifling rebuff 3 
on the contrary, he redoubled his efforts 
till the Perſtan army was entirely de- 
feated. It appears to me, that the lat- 
ter committedl & capital blunder in fall- 
ing upon the enemy's baggage: They 
Jjudged of the Macedoninns By thein- 
| ſelves, and thought, by this means, to 
have attacked them im the W 


bares een to: the 
; 'thargy-levve chem maſters of 


ciplined amy, which: is > commanded by 
F+ Erect real * muſt be una- 


"1 1225 i * e void 


voidably beaten after they have once 
—ů — 
| will make a jeſt of this misfortune, and 
the leaſt : becauſe they are certain that 
their ſovereign will abundantly indem- 
aify them for all the loſſes they may 
en hs his. ſervice, The fame — 


me, they: a. 
— elietutbiees' with plundering the 
— Baggage: and this was one of the prin- 
TENG which decidec the 
wes wu . of Alexander 
air che batrle of Arbela, to take his add. 
nt 3 at firſt 
bo aten 4 defeat. 8 ng iin 
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F \ ESIMACHUS, be ald — 
ſelf coo-farin yg purſuit, fell into the 
hands af the enemy. When Alexander 
2 ah, he. ata ny: him: 
—— ———— 
greatneſs of ſoul, and fet:Lyfinmachus 
at liberty. This exploit doth. dhe 

higheft honor to our hero. Jam in: 
finitely pleaſed to ſee him expoſe him: 
{If in ſo landable a cauſe. I muſt com 
clude, that he had a very lively ſenſe 
of his obligations to 2 man, who had 
gov es much trouble in his educa- 
tion. 


— 
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tion. I envy him not the glory of fill 


ing a throne, but the Pleaſure of hav- 


ing given the world ſuch a «cle 


affectionate attachment to his governor, | 
This: paſſage of his life deſerves to be 


\ written in letters of gold. We are 


ſenſible, thar it i is our duty. to ſhew ogr 


. to every body, who hath done 


us any ſervice. How much then muſt 
we owe to thoſe who. have facrificed 
their whole time, their pleaſures, and 
frequently their very health, that: they 
might be always at leiſure to promote our 


preſent and our eternal happin eſs! cls! What 
painful diſappointment muſt 4 man 


feel, who ſees 2 prince, to whom he 


hath made ſuch very important ſacri- 


fices, behave in a manner Which is un- 
en of the inſtructions he hath given 
him, and requite his ſervices with the 
vileſt nnn. Both ancient and 


2 | | modern 


o ALEXANDER Tn] GREAT. 9 
modern hiſtory afford too many ex- 
amples of à conduct ſo ungenerous 
and deteſtable. Alexander merits the 
greater commendations, becauſe, not- 
withſtanding he was often blinded by 
his vanity, he was ſtill capable of giving 
the world ſuch proof of his gratitude 
to his old maſter; It is farther obſery- 
able, that he was not animated, upon 
this occaſion, by an ambition to diſ- 
tinguiſſn himſelf, but only yielded to 
his innate generoſity ; 4 circum- 
Range which' heightens the glory of-the 
and kenders it e a great 


4 


-2 * = 1 8 * 
N 4 
S © 4+ 6 | * — 


93 H A 525 NR Vü. i 
; 45 —. Dre uſes prin 15 bis ary, 1 


a uous prince, and aps 


might * them out 
of idlenchs * This ws ren ethod 


within boats, and prevent them from 
ſuffering! the ſame misfortune which be- 
fell the troops of Hannibal, after he 
had permitted them to taſte the plea- 
fares of luxury in their  winter-quar- 
ters at Capua. It was very eaſy for 


the ſoldiers of Alexander to have ſhared 
OS * the 


o ALEXANDER THE GREAT. 06 
the ſame fate. They might imagine, 
that after they had conquered their 
enemy in the Redd, and had nothing 
farther to combat with, but, the feeble 
remains of a tottering and a vanquiſh- 
ed power, they might ſafely conſign 
themſelves to amuſement: and ſofr re- 
poſe, The moſt trifling victory will be 
ſufficient to ſwell the courage of a ſol- 
dier to ſuch an enormous degree, that 
he will afterwards think it impoſſible 
that he ſhould ever be defeated. ' How 
naturally mighit the army of Alexander 
have abandoned themſelves. to theſe 
wild emotions, after they had diſcover- 
ed, upon ſo many occaſions, that they 
were in a manner invincible. It is, ge- 

| nerally ſpeaking, a great advantage for 
nzà⁊n army, to be animated with ſuch an 
uncommon flow of ſpirits. Bur to 
imagine that there is no euer for 


exert- 
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cexerting the ſame efforts as before, to 
compleat the victory we have gained, 
is the aer fading ſource of .misfor- | 
tunes. ele 
We uk Gabon NT 1 | 
he endeavoring to preſerve his ſoldiers. 
from idleneſs, the mother of all vices. 
A private ſoldier is capable of the moſt 
extravagant irregularities, and ſuch as 

he would neyer otherwiſe have thought 
of, when he is led to them by want of 
better employm nt. Alex nder could 
not have done a. better thing, than to 
ſummon his officers and ſoldiers to con- 7 
tend for the prizes in the ſeveral games 
be exhibited. He thus kept them at 
| an equal diſtance from effeminacy and 

indolence. This part, therefore of his 


co duc muſt do an honor to the pru- 
A of the king of Macedon. | 2 wa 
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vanquiſhed, 1 muſt highly. commend 


his conduct. He might poſſibly have 


acted this, from a mere Principle of 
generoſity, and to render his ,govern- 
ment more eaſy and agreeable. to. the 
conquered people. But, in fact, they 
are only perſons of an ordinary capa» 


city, who are impoſed upon by ſuch 
55 as as this. Thoſe who a are 9 


121 


Media and Perſia, 45 he aopeed 8 
the cuſtoms of the inhabitants, Ido 
not cenſure him for i it in the leaſt. IF : 
his defigh” was to Bain the hearts of the. 


5. by 


%. 2 
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by their quality and underſtanding, 
above the undiſcerning vulgar, will 
eaſily penetrateè into the ſecret views of 
theſe popular meaſures. But allowing 
that Alexander's only motive for giving 
the preference to the modes and cuſtoms 
of the Eaſt, was to indulge his own 
eaſe, he might ſtill be very excufable. 
It is but reaſonable that a ſoyereign, 
who hath abundantly mere buſineſs 
ußon his hands than other men, ſhould 
be relieved by more plentiful enjoy- 
ment of the conveniencies and amuſe- 
ments of life. But, after all, in my 
opinion, it much better becomes a con- 
queror, to introduce his own cuſtoms, 
among the vanquiſhed, than to conform 
to theirs. Alexander might have juſtly 
deviated from this common rule, if he 
had found the military art, among the 
Perſians, in n greater perfection than a- 
mong 
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mong his countrymen the Macedoni- 
- ans. He ought, in this Caſe, to have 
imitated them without the leaſt heſita- 
tion; it was thus that the Romans raiſed 
their empire to ſuch an àmazing height 
of grandeur. © It is worthy rematking,” 
ſays Mr. de Monteſquieu * that the cir- 
„ cilthffatice whith moſt contributed 


to tender the Rothatis thatters of the 


i world, was, that after they had fac- 
« cefftvely fought againft people of all 
* nbtichs, they c6nftantly tetwuneed 
* their own exftvins; Whenever they 
* met with berter te a ußitate in "0 
Vi cem of thei.” ** os 
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CHAP. XXIX. 


Acad ſets fire ro the e 
palace of ibe Rings ef Perſia, at the 
5 75 een wes tbe Fer conrtezan 
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'LEXANDER's Exam. — to 
44 Perſepolis, at the inſtigation of 
Thais, mult, be. allowed to be one of 
the - greateſt f ſtains he ever brought upon 
his character. It was, in its own na- 
ture, a very unreaſonable thing, to de- 
ſtroy one of the fineſt cities in the 
world, which for its beauty alone de- 
ſerved to ſhare a better fate: but the 
motive of this action was more un- 
worthy t than the action itſelf, We may 
however learn from hence, that the 
greateſt genius, and a prince who hath 
s Wo: 8 ene of n 


* a % 
* + 4 * _ 2 3 — * i 0 85 as 
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+ himſelf, upon manyother occaſions, may 
| ' fometimes forget himſelf all at once, and 
-diſgrace his name by actions at which 
the meaneſt of his ſoldiers would have 
'bluſhed. If the king of Matedon's 
paſſion for the fair-ſex was apt to get 
the better of him, he ſhould carefully 
have guarded againſt every thing which 
- might tend to inflame it. He had been 
able to conquer himſelf, as I have men- 
-tioned- elſewhere, in the caſe of the 
beautiful conſort of Darius, and to pre- 
vent the impreſſion of her charms by 
| avoiding the ſight of them. Why then 
did ehe thus abandon himſelf to a con- 
itemptible woman, who was only re- 
markable for her diſſolute way of life ? 
VU nworthy as he Was, upon this occa- 
ſion, of the royal name, what a fhname- 
ful and pernicious example did he ſet 
before his army! Whom could he have 
8 . H 3 | blamed 
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blamed but himſelf, if, in the ſequel, 
all his officers anc; 
tha freedom to imitate his behaviour? 
If our king, might they juſtly have 
N tid, 1s capable. of committing ſuch 


| faldiers had taken 


actions, what ſhould prevent us from 


F hes the 3 e his Example? = 


Eye — 8 hands of his ” 
Ffvants. We might ken has. thayght 
red by their preſling importynities. | 

1 | 
cis nature; becauſe Alexander, at the 
| krad gf his drunken companions, was 
_ che firſt zmangſt them who threw @ 

Asked torch inte the palace, The 
ſandal of this infamous ation falls | 


row Vo, him! Fe 1 ae truly 


bon, | 


W 


ſituation little worthy of ſo great a 
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Bhs to be mite more contemptible 
than Darius; though the latter is re- 


preſented a. hiſtory as an uxorious 
, Who trailed his wives along 


with him, whitherſaeyer he went. If we 


tern Alexander, and the celebs 
Charles the XIIth, the latter wauld al- 
ways be greatly ſuperior to him in | the 

artiele of women. | 


4” 
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.. 


CHAP. XXX. 


2 — — 


ane of ater th . 7 


7 d 449 bag of N 


H EN Alexander far the corpſe | 
of the unfortunate Darius. in þ 


Fl. he ws * x pen from 
d-to be fen: | 
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fibly affected with this fate. He in- 
ſtantly covered the body with his own 
mantle, and conveyed it to Siſigambis, 


to be interred after the Perſian manner. 
I am not - ſurpriſed that Alexander 
ſhould take fo large a-ſhare in the miſ- 
fortunes of an ill-fated king, whom I 
conſider as a real obje ect of compaſſion. 
To have beheld with indifference the 
| life of fo reſpectable a prince cut ſhort 


by the bloody hands of a perfidious 


unthankful villain, - whom he had ho- 
nored with his greateſt confidence ;— 

bis heart muſt have been hard and in in- 
ſenſible to the laſt degree! But this ob- 


ject ought naturally to have been. ſp 


much the more affecting to Alexander, 


becauſe he was poſſeſſed | of a generous 


"Gul, and becauſe an eaſy retroſpect 
upon himſelf might have et a the 
difogreedble reflexion ;—* that ir 
5 e 
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« was very far from being impoſſible, 
“e that he, in his turn, might have ſuf- 


< fered the ſame unhappy fate.” This 


Was a fine opportunity to inſtruct him, 


that he ought never to be ſo infatuated 
as to lay himſelf at the mercy of a "fa 


vorite; and it might likewiſe ſerve to 
remind him, that the greateſt of kings 
may fometimes became: the a * 


fortune. et FFV 


3 ©. 
- * 


OY CHAP. XXXI. 


The queen of Caria ſends ber. cools 15 | 


Mexander. . e 


Proper to "oy of them, but after 


 thank- 5 


/ 


| H E queen of Caria 1 ber 1 
cooks to Alexander, that they : 
might furniſh his table with. all the 
dainties which were then in faſhion. 
The king of Macedon did not think | 
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thanking her for the fqvor, ſent her 
word, That ſych niceties were en- 
<4. ziely uſeleſs. to him, becauſe he had 
< learat in his youth, chat good exercifs 


46 + in the morning would create him Ma 
« appetite for the plaineſt dinner, and 


fine one, and really worthy of x 2 * 


bing and a great general. It proves 


that he 138.90 friend 9 effeminacy, 


and that he thought it to be extremely 


pernicious to the conſtitution. In the 


rank he occupied, a man ſhould em- 


5 ploy his attention upon objects of more 
importance, than the delicacies and the 


urn of the table. Ap effemjnate | 


— — "PF 


way of life will render ug, in many re- 


che finalleſt 1 e F Frequent 
ricd- 


pects, incap: ible of ſapporting eyen 
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riding, long marches on foot, and the 
exerciſes of the troops, which will al- 
ways oblige him who hath the care of jt 
to make extenſive movements, are ſuit- | 
able to the character of a prince and of 
3 great commander. It is by theſe 
means he preſerves himſelf from being 
enervated by effeminacy, maintains his 
mind and his body in full vigor, and 
qualiges himſelf upon occafion to exert 
2 praper ſhare of manhond. A chief 
can never diſtinguiſh himſelf from his 
inferiors in a more laudable manner, 
than when we __ ym always in 
ben. 1658 8 
It is farther @ very ſcful thing, in a 
Prince, to ſet an example of temper- 
ance and ſabriety. The lower clafs of 
people, who are always obſerved to be 
mighty fond of imitating their betters, 
will preſently tread. in his ſteps ; and 
viat >; no- 


3 2 
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nothing will more effectually coubibace 5 
to the good of the public. A frugal 


way of living would be a means of 


preſerving cities and armies from all 


thoſe fatal diſorders, which take their 


riſe from an exceſs of intemperance, 
and make ſuch lamentable havock 


| among the ſpecies. A general,” who 


gives a proper example of this. nature, 7 
will ſoon. diſcover, among his officers 


and ſoldiers, a vigor and firmneſs, from 


which he may derive the moſt important 
advantages. His forces will be capable 


of ſupporting want and. hunger to ad- 


miration, when they are obliged to it 


by the misfortunes of war. It may 
therefore be conſidered: as one of the 


principal duties of a commander, never 


to ſuffer his ſoldiers to give themſelves 


over to effeminacy, but to baniſn every 
ching from their of living which 


: oy 1 
28 may 
1 * 
+» 


0 
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may have a tendency to introduce it 


amongſt them. The preſent age hath 


furniſned us with an inſtance of the 


dreadful conſequences of effeminacy, 
in a nation which hath ſhared nearly 


the ſame fate as that of the Hebrews. 
Theſe reflexions are a ſufficient proof, 
that when Alexander rejected the offers 


of the queen of Caria, he acted like a 
2 Os 9291 an able e 


* 5 s ; — 
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Aua ar 4 reward to the greats A 
drinker i in bis ere 


\H E ſame Ad dds 
have beheld returning ſo noble 


an anſwer to the queen of Caria, when 
he was afterwards ſitting at table with 
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his friends, pfopefed a rewafd to that. 
man in his army who could drink mers 
tian the reſt.” We may ſee, fem this 
urftance, how re erkably a man may 
differ from himſelf. Alexander, who 
kat fo lately demeaßed hüielf like 4 
wife and a tethperate prineèe, is how 
_ iting like a ſecond Sardafapalus. It 
B in vain to ſeek an excuſe for tlie 
action, by pretending that che perfon - 
who won the prize, though he loſt his 


life by his exceſs, did not drink near 
the quantity which A profeſſed tippler 


would have ſwallowed with caſe 1 in tke 


ſame caſe. The very propeling ſuch a 


prize was, in itſelf, a moſt unworthy 
piece of conduct; and we have ſeveral 
melancholy inſtances of the power 


which was actually exereiſed over Alex- 


ander, by that paſſion which he here 


e by Tewarding 8 it. | We have 
already 


eh  ALESANDER T1 


already mentioned the fate of Perſepolis, 
which he reduced to aſhes; and we ſhall 


ſoon have occafion to relate the murder 


of Clitus, as another proof of the ſame 
truth. If Alexander, in abandoning 
himſelf to this ſpecies of intemperance 


and debauchery, had injured no one but 


himſelf, we might perhaps have par- 
doned him: but even then, he 1 
not have been wholly excuſable. 

the circumſtance which renders Fa 
doubly culpable, is the pernicious cx 


ample which he gave his officers and ſol- 


diers. . At the ſame time, that they loſt 


all reſpect for their chief, they were en- 


couraged to commit the like irregulari- 


ties for which their maſter had diſcovered ö 
ſo * a reliſh. . 3 
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We 


"A LEX AN DER. after he had 
1X conquered Darius, was himſelf 


overcome by indolence. Of what ſer- 
re all his victories, and all the | 


vice w. 
fame he had acquired, if he was not 
 Gapable of conquering himſelf ? There 
was nothing he ought to have guarded 
againſt x more carefully, than inactivity 


and idleneſs; becauſe, a failing of this 


kind muſt have had a pernicious influ- 
ence on the conduct of his officers and 


 foldiets. We may add, that, by plung- 
ing himſelf into an exceſs of luxury 
and pleaſure, the military exerciſe muſt 


| of courſe _ n nn * 


bene, is ; overpowered with ine | 


SES > alle 
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able to him, on account of the fatigue 
which attends it. the | diſcipline of 

his troops muſt have been relaxed. 
and his enemies would have had the 
advantage over him conſiderably, if he 
had not at laſt been rouſed from his le- 
thargy, by the report that he had 
formed a reſolution of marching home. 
Alexander was very far frumtacting the 
part of a prudent general and a great 
_ king, by indulging himſelf in ſuch an 
indolent manner. His behavior, upon 
this occaſion, WAS ; entirely | oppolite to 


e conduct he obſerved, when he ex- 


them out of idleneſs. What could his 
ſubjects imagine, from the many con - 
tradictions which they diſcovered in his 
way of life? So eager as he lately ap · 

Angers of in- | 


2 la 


* 
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. how came he, after all, to yield te 

them with ſo much readineſs himſelf 2 
We may ite, in this part of Alexander's 
conduct, what a prince may. come ta, 
when he is no longer ſupported and 
actuated by the noble motive of emula- 
tion. Alexander, after rhe death uf 
| rius, may be compared to Rome, 


after thetleftruttion of Carthage: After 
the downfall of their enemies, both 


the. one and the other were equally 
deſtitute of their former emulation. 
After the death of the king of Perlia, 

we ſhall And ſcarcely a fiügle action of | 
any notice in the life of Alexander, ex- 
oepting the victory which. he gained 
over Porus. What prince, . or what 
commander, may, not learn from this 


W | | will . 
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will infallibly blaſt the vigor both of his 
body and his mind, and wither all his 


CHAP. XXXIV. 


The 5 8 ende in the * 7 
mne the IE ey Faris ney 


" eb b of Alen to- 
1 wards Philotas, the ſon of the fa- 
mous Parmenio, who had rendered him 
ſo many ſignal ſervices, does not pleaſe 
me at all. He ſhould not have ſuffered 
a poor man to be put to death, who 
could never have been convicted of 
having formed a conſpiracy againſt his 
maſter, without expoſing him to all the 
horror of the moſt excruciating tor 
tures. f CY eee he Eſcovered | 
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ſome remains of tenderneſs for the un- 
fortunate criminal. He ſeemed: to 
hear with concern, that the ſon of one 
of his moſt faithful ſervants was really 
guilty of the crime alledged againſt 
him. But he immediately altered his 
ſentiments, upon the malicious remon- 
ſtrances of Craterus, who inſinuated, 
that it was abſolutely neceſſary that Phi- 
 lotas ſliould ſuffer death. There was, 
however, no need of any uncommon 
penetration, to diſcern that this advice 
of Craterus proceeded more from a re- 
gard 1 to his own intereſt, than from ws. 
zeal for the ſervice of his maſter. H 
then could Alexander be ſo thoughtleſ 
* not to perceide it;; 
Even ſuppoſing that Philotas was 
actually guilty, we muſt. acknowledge, 
that 1 it would have been infinitely more 
noble to have pardpned him. It may 
Er | LY 


4 
0 ˙ ˙ͤw ( ha 


that Alexander ſhould give. his officers | 
and ſoldiers ſuch an example as might 
keep them to their duty. But it was 
likewiſe equally proper to have had 
ſome conſideration for the family con- 


nections of the unhappy criminal. 
The gratitude which Parmenio had 


merited for his good ſervices, ſhould 


have engaged Alexander to have ſnewn 


as much favor as poſſible to Philotas, 


out of reſpect to an unfortunate father, 


| who had loſt his two other ſons by em- 
: ploying them to fight for his maſter. It 
was highly unworthy of a ſovereign, or 
at leaſt of ſuch a ma agnanimous | 
as Alexander pretended to be, to de- 
prive an old officer, who had laid him 
5 under the greateſt obligation. of the 
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ment, and without the neceſſary proof 
of his guilt. It is true, "naved, that if 
the accuſation which was odged | againſt 
Philotas had been fully proved, his 
crime muſt have been exceeding great. 
But even in this caſe, it would have 
been a glorious thing to have pardoned 
him, out of reſpect to the uncommon 
merit of his father. Such an action 
would have given us the higheſt opini- 
on of Alexander's character. No one 
could have atcuſed him of injuſtice, 
becauſe he would only have ſubmitted 
t the impulſes of an honorable and a 
well-founded gratitude. He would have 
merited the fame eulogies which were 
afterwards beſtowed upon , Avguftus 
For his noble demency to inna. | 
- I muſt farther obſerve, that Nie | 
under ſhould have attended to the real 
ne night engage Philotus 
T to 
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to form a conſpiracy againſt his perſon. 
"Theſe were the inſufferable pride of 
the king of Macedon. This prince had 
ns reaſon to be ſurprized, that perſons, 

who had ſerved him with the utmoſt 
zeal and fidelity, ſhould take offence at 
the great haughtineſs and arrogance 
with which he uſually treated them. 
There is a remarkable difference be- 
' tween the caſe of Philotas and that of 
Biron, who was ſo noted for his pride 
and for the unfortunate end he came to. 
Henry the fourth, who may be called 
the modern Titus, forgave Biron no 
leſs than three times; and would cer- 
tainly have pardoned him once more, 
it, by his inſolence, he had not com- 
pelled the very mildeſt of princes to or. 
der him to be put to death. Henry had 
loaded Biron with favors. But Alex- 
ander had not behaved himſelf in the 
1 5 moſt 
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moſt grateful manner to Philotas, Biron 


had performed great ſervices ; but he 


made a boaſt of them in the preſence 


of his ſovereign. . Philotas had always 


diſcharged the duty of a brave officer, 


and never pretended to make a merit of 
his fidelity. Henry had pardoned Biron 


no leſs than three times. Alexander 
pu niſhed Philotas for the very firſt | 
offence. Iam almoſt of opinion, that 
Alexander would never have been ſo 
eager to have Philotas deſtroyed, unleſs 
he had been really aſhamed of the in- 


gratitude x with which he had uſed him; 


and that, at the ſame time, he was un- 
willing to reward him for his ſervices, 
25 he ſhould nee} him too power 


CHAP. 
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8 H 5 90 XXXV. 
Anl. puts Parmenio to death. 7 


HE king c of Macedon i is entirely 
inexcuſable for putting Parmenio 


3 death, by a piece of treachery, 
which was unworthy of an honeſt man. 


If we ſuppoſe the ſervant to have been 


guilty, it was the duty of his maſter to 
put him to death by a public execution; 3 


or if he did not judge it prudent to 
have him executed openly, he ought 


at leaſt to have made him ſuffer i in 
a more legal and a leſs exception- | 
able manner. It is at all times un- 
worthy of a prince to have recourſe to 
treachery, but eſpecially when his buſi- 
neſs is to puniſh. For this will tempt 
us to 5 that the Perſon, againſt 


whom 


J 
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whom he employs it, is really inno- 


cent. In any caſe whatſoever, nothing 
can be more incompatible than trea- 


chery and honeſty. The man, who | 


employs the former, ſhews the world, 


that when occaſion ſerves, he can adopt 
the moſt illegal meaſures for the exe- 
cution of his deſigns. If Parmenio, 
therefore, was criminal, it is equally _ 
true that he was ſhamefully: uſed | 

Alexander. 4 


But what renders this action of Alex- 
abder ſtill more odious, is the reflexion 
that Parmenio was entirely innocent, 
and only fell a victim to the unpity ing 


Jealouſy of his maſter. The king of 
Macedon hath fufficiently given us to 
_ underſtand , that he could not brook the 


glory of Parmenio, and that he only 
fought to get rid of him, becauſe he 


dad refuſed to bear a r in his follies, 
and 
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and had taken the freedom to give him 
ſenſible advice. For what reaſon then 
could he put a ſubject to death by thoſe 


: indirect methods which are ſuggeſted 


by treachery and artifice, when he might 


openly have - exerciſed the authority, 


both of a judge and a ſovereign; unleſs 
it was merely becauſe he was conſcious 
that his ſubje& was innocent? Such a 
proceeding is at once an argument of 
great baſeneſs and great ingratitude. It 
is likewiſe oppoſite to all the rules of 
good policy. For was it not the ready 
way to ſmother the zeal of his officers in 


Promoting his ſervice, and to 
them to get rid of himſelf in the ſame 


manner? Or had Alexander no reaſon 
to fear that Polydamas, after he had 


aſſiſted in fo black an action, might one 


day provecapable of carrying tothevery 
throne itſelf thoſe villainous attempts 
1 of 
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of which he had made his firſt eſſay or 
Parmenio? Who could ever have con- 
ceived that the king of Macedon ſhould | 
be guilty of an action ſo unworthy, fo 
ungrateful, and ſo oppoſite to the 
maxims of ſound policy, and to the 
glory of a prince and a ſovereign? But 
to what lengths of wickedneſs may we 
not be hurried by unbounded pride, 8 
and exceſſive ſelf. love! Or what incon- 
ſtancy will not theſe paſſions produce, 
both in character and conduct! Ac- 
cording to the different demands cf 
their intereſt; they will ſometimes: ele- 
vate the ſoul to the moſt generous ac- 
tions, and at other times depreſs it to 
the moſt unjuſt and the moſt infamous 
erimes. The reader may perhaps be 
aftoniſhed that I ſhould cenſure Alex- 
ander with ſo much ſeverity ; but let 


him remember that Iam notat liberty to 
vindi- 
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vindicate the juſtice of the action above- 
mentioned. Even thoſe who have 
honored Lewis the XIV. with the title 
of Great, muſt cenſure him for hav- 
ing treated with ſo much rigor that 
miſerable ſport of the caprices of for- 
tune, the unhappy Fouquet. Lewis, 
however, was more excuſable than 
Alexander; becauſe Colbert had repre- 
ſented Fouquet as the moſt dangerous 
ſubject in his kingdom. But Alexander 
only ſacrificed Parmenio to his own 
jealouſy, and his averſion to men of 
worth and probity, whoſe ſtedfaſt and 
inflexible virtue was above ſtooping to 
the vile offices of a courtier. We may 
add, that Lewis was a young monarch, 
and had but little experience; but Alex- 
ander, who had filled the throne of Ma- 
cedon ſeveral years, ſhould have been 
| | beter 
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better acquainted with the duties of : 
Anm FFF 


Ne © 


cn AP. XXXVI. 
| The tg of Maceion gu Boſh 2 au. 


4 | LEXANDER, i in 3 Beſſus . 
to be tortured. to death, only 
allowed the laws of juſtice: becauſe 
that. en inhuman. villain had 
hore: #3 = his e confidence. 
A — oo a. traitor. 


| fabje@s and:foldiers, : Wi s an bag: 


tion to imitate his perfidy. Alexander., 


therefore, - in the caſe __ us, con- 
and jſt. Every, ron ** 
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from hence, how extremely dangerous 
it is to be the tool of a monarch's trea+ 
chery. Thoſe who ſer ſuch deſigns on 
foot eſcape the puniſhment they de- 
ſerve: this commonly falls upon thoſe 
who lend their aſſiſtance in the execu: 
tion. A king will readily accept the 
ſervice of a traitor; but after he hatk 
done with him, he will not fail to 
puniſh him. He is obliged to do ſoy 
becauſe he hath reaſon to fear. that, in 
time, he may turn againſt himſelf che 
very ſame weapons ef perfidy and arti- 
fice which he hath employed in his ſer- 
vice, whenever he may be urged to it 
by the proſpect of any conſiderable ad- 
vantage. Beſides, as I have obſerved 
in the preceding chapter, nothing can 
be more unworthy of a king, than to 
have recourſe to treachery, and reward 
a wretch who can execute any projects 
1 of 
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of that nature. I am farther pleaſed, 
that Alexander left the puniſhment of 
Beſſus to Oxathres, the brother of 
Darius. This may aſſure us, that the 
king of Macedon was ſo far from ap- 
proving of the murder of his enemy, 


that, on the contrary, he was really de- 


ſirous of revenging his unhappy fate in 
a manner very fevere for the cri- 
' minal;——thus convincing the world, 


that he abhorred the conduct of a ſub- 
ject who was unfaithful and nn 
to er n er ne 
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point of view. The exceſs of — 
rance in which he committed it, the 

praiſes which he beſtowed upon his own 
3 and which furniſhed the pro- 
vocation, and, laſtly, the very actior 
itſelf, were all equally unpardonable. . 


A king who abandons himſelf to ex- 
ceſſive drink ing, is 9474 to bedreaded 
han a furious lion. I may ſave my 
„ life 
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life when I am aſſaulted by a wild 
| beaſt, but have not the power to de- 
fend myſelf agunſt n king; There is 
no vice which a ſovereign ſhould more 
| carefully guurd againſt than that of 
drunkenneis. It renders him totally 
incapable of government, and not only 
ation, but even finks him below the 
drutes. No vice whatſoever can ex. 
poſe him to ſuch terrible misfortunes. 
While it diweſts him of the uſe of his 
reaſon, his miniſters and ſervants may 
deonduct every thing as they pleaſe. He 
faithful friends: for what affection, or 

hat eſteem can they have for a maſter, 
, Mo ee, OY 
— ms: of WY 
ene e memory of the: de- 
ENS: ” Cl. | ceaſed, 
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ceaſed, and eſpecially of thoſe who have 
been united to him by the ties of blood. 
But it is ſtill more unworthy of a prince, 
to inſult the memory of a father, who 
hath diſtinguiſhed himſelf by the greateſt 
exploits. Alexander was guilty of equal 
meanneſs and injuſtice, when he depre- 
ciated the-memory-of his father, and 
when he - beſtowed. ſuch” immoderat 


| praiſes upon his own victories. . One 
may ſee that he ſuffered himſelf to be 
hurried away, by the ſuggeſtions of a 
vicious.ſelf-love, . — 


eclipſed: cok of Philip. — an in» 
ſult. muſt be ſenſibly felt at all times; 
baten regen from» 1 


mayer} no right e 
freedom of Clitus, who could no longer 
nnn 
. K 2 _ glor 
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glorious prince ſpeak ſo meanly of 
His father, and extoll his own bra- 
very to the ſkies. Such a man as Cli- 
tus muſt naturally have been provoked 
to ſee a king, ſo young as Alexander, 
3 the memory of a father, who 

gnalized himſelf in the moſt ex- 
ry manner. The honeſt heart 
As FRA of the king of Macedon | 
was ſtill full of eſteem for his old ma- 
ſter; and of conſequence, the arrogant 
ſpeeches of Alexander could not fail to 


mee he made no mention of 

his officers; on the contrary, he plain- 
Iy inſinuated, e e his ei e were 

| entirely owing to himſelf. What nonei 

man could liſten to ſuch diſcourſe, and 

not be moved? But Clitus had more 


* to reſent N p 
eln | be⸗ 
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becauſe he had largely contributed to 


Alexander's victories, and, what is 


more, he had ſaved his life. It is true, 
indeed, that Clitus ſhould have govern- 


ed his; paſſion a little better than he 


did : but who doth not know what a 


brave officer is capable of, when he is. 
wounded in the tendereſt part about 


him, his honor? But what renders his 
warmth more excuſable, is the circum- 
ſtance of à public feaſt, where his 


temper, inflamed by the force of wine, 


might be leſs capable of reſtraint. The 


example he had before him, and the 
manners of the age, will not ſuffer us 
to impute it to Clitus as a great crime, 
that he did not govern himſelf in the 

article of drink, ſo re as the Nerz 


to have done. 


It is now time to piookecs to the 10 


tion of Alexander —an action which i 


K 3 far 
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far more unworthy than any 1 have yet 
related. For a king to murder in his 
own palace, and with his own hands, 
2 man who had not only rendered him 
the moſt valuable ſervices, but even 
faved his life, and, inſtead of every 
| Other recompence, to plunge a ſpear in- 
ta his breaſt, this includes at once 
whatever can be deemed moſt horri 
ien — If 
he found himſelf nettled at the unad- 
viſed freedoms of Clitus, he ſhould 
have made bim ſenſible of it in a good 
natured way, and employed the voice of 
ip to prevent the matter from 
going farther. But if he really thought 
death, and foppoſed that even grati- 
might be, < could. 10 longer plekd with 
| him 


* 
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him in behalf of the criminal; he ought 


luted with the blood of a friend, who 
had formerly ſaved his life. It is im- 


poſſible to think of any thing more exe- 


— 
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at leaſt, to have employed other hands 
for the execution of the puniſhment. 
His own ſhould never have been pol- 


crable than ſuch an action as this. 
What ingratitude was it, thus to mur- 
der, in a fit of rage, a man who had 
been guilty of no other crime than chat 
of ſpeaking with a little too much li- 
berty ; when, | after all, it was owing 
to this very man, that he was ſtill in 
a N to e e the l of the 
ſun! - 

We may. add, * A can be 
more diſhonorable to a king than f 
perform the office of an "executioner ? 
At the ſame time that ſuch an action 


2 renders him * Din it 


K 4 Puts 


* * * 
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puts him in danger of being 
ted; for, in the moment of lui 
the wretch againſt whom he lifts up 
his hand, might very eaſily be tempted 
to preſerve his own life by the death of 
his ſovereign. We have an inſtance of 
this in the hiſtory of England. When 
Henry the IId was going to kill one 
of his ſubjects who had offended him, 
the man inſtantly drew his paignare 
and ſtabbed b . a che n 4 
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ſo outrageous, that he would certain- 
ly have deſtroyed himſelf, if his 

officers had not prevented him. I am 
pleaſed to ſee him manifeſting ſuch re- 
gret for ſuch a barbarous action. We 
may perceive by this, that he commit- 
ted it in the firſt tranſports of his fury, 
and not from deliberate malice. But 
what availed all his ſorrow? It could 
not reſtore life to his friend, whom 
he had ſacrificed to his paſſion. 'He 
 thould have thought upon the cruelty 
of the action, before he murdered 
Clitus. His being touched with ſuch 
remorſe, after he had committed the 
fact, affords but little room for com- 
mendation; | becauſe no perſon, who 
2 the ſlendereſt feelings of humani- 
ty, can reflect upon the action without 
Pa a What a frightful aſpect, th 


muſt it naturally have preſented to him 


who 
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who had incurred the guilt of it? 
This inſtance may inſtruct - princes, 
in general, what are the effects of 
ſuch inhuman proceedings, and with 
are attended. Theſe are, firſt, a bitter 
repentance for having, committed the 
crime; then a d ſorrow, which 
overwhelming. the guilty foul with a 
melancholy gloom, makes it imagine, 
every moment, that it hears the cries of 
the blood it hath ſpilt; and, laſt of all, 
deſpair and madneſs, accompanied with 
a ftrong deſire to end à wretched" life 
by violence. We ſuffer none of theſe 
_ ematians, when, in war, we are ob- 
ot to deprive an enemy of his life, in 
 thediſcharge of our duty. But how is 
ent en ee e when vo 
have been baſe wee to 'defile our 
| . with the blood of a friend, 
3 | _ whoſe 
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whoſe only crime was forgetting him- 
felf in converſation? The regret of 
Alexander may likewiſe teach us, that 
if, on the one hand, we cannot be too 
much concerned for the faults we have 
committed, we ought, on the other, 
to be conſtantly upon our guard againſt 
every thing which may bring after it 
the bitter fruits of nee. 5 


0 fHAP * IX. 


aua. orders the wife f . to 
| laue bis comp. | 


LEXANDER had a TO deal | 
of reaſon to order the wife of 
pe das out of his camp, when ſhe 
brought him the head of her huſband, 
whom ſhe had murdered with her own 
K Vn 
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hands. He ought naturally to puniſh 
ſuch a horrible piece of cruelty. It is 
true, indeed, that the king of Ma- 
cedon might be very well pleaſed to 
get rid of a traitor, and of an enemy 
Who was in a capacity to thwart his de- 
ſigns, and oppoſe the progreſs of his 
arms. But, at the ſame time, it rouſed 
his indignation, to ſee that a wife could 
be capable of ſo much barbarity, and, 
by a double crime, at once burſt 

aſunder the ſacred bonds which united 
her to her huſband, and ſnatch a fa- 
ther from their common offspring. 
Perhaps, even a Roman lady might 
have been capable of killing her huf- 
band; but ſhe would have done it 
merely to ſave her honor, which ſhe 
ought to value as the moſt precious 
255 ſhe had. * 


l 


| The 
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The motives which influenced. the 
conduct of the wife of Spitamenes were 


really infamous; they were nothing 


but a ſpirit of revenge, and the hopes 
of being well rewarded by Alexander. 


But, upon this occaſion, he diſcovered 
a real greatneſs of mind. He gave a 
proof of an excellent character, and 
ſhewed the world that he was an ene- 
my to cruelty, though it might favor 
his own intereſts. Nothing can be more 

juſt than the motive from which his ſe- 
verity proceeded. He ſaid himſelf, 
that he was afraid, if he ſhould give 
any encouragement to ſo barbarous an 
action, that other wives might behave 
in the ſame manner. Such an inſtance 


of caution was, beyond diſpute, highly 


worchy of his humanity ! Every Prince 
ſhould take the conduct of Alexander, 


on n this occalion, for t the model of” his 
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It is a fine example both of 
rarded this - unnatural monſter, he 
would have been the object of public 
contempt; but the manner in which 
he behaved to her, obliges us to reſpect 
him as a great prince, who could never 
eee upon, by any matives of 
, to. give the ſanction of his 


bis humanity 20 hic ſoldiers, when they 
| were ready * 
March to Gabaza... 


[E conduct 5 Alexander, when 
his army was on the point of 


1 22 4 


| Frriſking with cold, in its march to 
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Gabaza, is worthy of a great king, and 


a brave general. We might then ave 
ſeen him running from regimer 
regiment, to help thoſe who were al. 
moſt dead, through the ſeverity of the 
cold, to give them the neceſſary aſſiſt. 
their courage. On this oecaſion, he did 
every thing which could be'reafonably 

expected. We might even ſay that he 
did a great deal more than could be 
required of a king and a general; a 
circumſtance which is alone ſufficient to 
entitle him to the higheſt honors. But 
what heightens his glory, is, that he 
was ſo far from being iſheartened hi 

ſelf, that he had the conſtancy mk in- 
vincible firmneſs to encourage others. 
It is here we diſcover in him the great 


man, and the great king. We can 


1408 | "bis 
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he is wreſtling and ſtruggling with miſ⸗ 
fortunes. When we behold him ſtand- 
Ang the ſhocks.of adverſity with a manly 
reſolution; it is then we. have an indiſ- 
putable right to give him the title of 
Great. Alexander really deſerved it, 
on this occaſion, for ſurmounting, by 
* mere dint of: his ee hand 
ug 41 am likewiſe 2 5 e with 
his ap add It was ſuch as muſt do 
ever e W adudires hint for his 
ee ee behavior to his e e Tam 
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plseing the one upon @ throne, and che 
Wen in 2 ſtate f depepdance. A 
may i * never Sire the: world a 


— worm —— to his | 
authority: B this means he ohliges 
every body to. aſtgem andlove him. He 
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a pagan. His behavior condemns the 
conduct of many chriſtian princes. They 
can no longer pretend that they have 
any reaſon to be afraid of leſſening 


themſelves, by ſtooping to the aſſiſt- 
ance of one of theis ſubjects. One = 
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HAVE already obſerved, k 


prince. blinded by adulation, when he 


wanted to paſs. for the ſon of. Jupiter, 


We might have left, him to enjoy the 
idle pleaſure which ſuch a whim might 
afford his vanity, .. if he had not carried 


his extravagance to ſuch a length as to 
claim divine honors. ; A king ſhould 
never be ſo inflated. by the good. ſuc- 


8 


ceſs Vith which fortune hath crowned 
him, as to forget chat he is a man, and 
exalt himſelf to an equality with his 


L V maſter, 
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maſter. To ſay no worſe of it, nothing 
can be more oppoſite to good e 
A princeis möbjects mut conceive a 
great . for him, when he ſup- 
„les Hichfelf to be of a nature more 
ighitied than the reft of mankind. 1 
would, however, have pardoned Altx- 
ander's vain. pretenſians, if he had 
left höneſt folks *he liberty of judg- 
thg for themfetves. But tö tequte | 
Sebi "who had Known kütt Trom His 
very childhood, and rendered lum the 
moſt Soniideräble ſervices, Thouldlo far 
humor him, as to affow Him divine h6- 
hors, this is a preterſſion/ very unrea- 
Raabe in itſelf, and very unworthy of | 
the great name he had acquired. It 
was afi um fonkble j pretenſion, becaule 
be extended it to Role very perſons 
- wh6 had been the inftroments of the U-. 
Teotntmh grandedr fie had then arcaihed 
HWP . 


08 


my Q 1 © 


ls Io 


not profitate/imdelf às the Perilans 


ws rr . OO 


bimſelf ſo e low, chat he Imoſt 


to, and which made iim fancy that 
he! was entitled to. divine hanors. 1 
have allded, that it was a very unworthy 


ſuch temarkable ꝓruoſpefity withour for- 


did; the king of Mattdon threw Him 
to the ground by main forde, with 
this taunting eeoh,- There, Sit? 
fai he, yo are now doing the very 
Alling which youhavt jult beth faugli- 
& ing at another fer.“ He thenordered 
him to be impriſoned for his inſolencez 
bull he ae ener r Sotne 


Fx 


= wants BA both — a a Perla, 


ho, vatof reſpect ed the king; had proſftraed 


proved. with his f 


| 
| 
| 
14 
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politicians, perhaps: will not be pleaſed 


with me, becauſe I have cenſured the 


king af Macedon with ſo much. free- 
dom for pretending; to divine honors. 
This, according to them, was nothing 

more than a ſtroke of policy, to in- 
creaſe the reverence of. his. ſubjects. and 
ſoldiers. - But they are guilty of a great 


miſtake. For though he might, per- 
haps, by this means, inſpire a greater 
reſpect for his perſon into the minds of 
the vulgar; men of ſenſe would only 
deſpiſe him the wore, for thus endea- 


7 n They — but dif: 


£ern the true principles of ſuch a pre- 


tenſion, and regard it with a ſevere 


eye. He myſt have given, them but a 


very mean opinion of his merit, by 
ſhew-ing himſelf to be a prince, who 
was h of the moſt fidiculous ex- 
1 tra- 


28 
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tion! of- the e king after, ha a 


- inflated! with pride, though 
he fhould-tiſe t to TIT n "of 
glory mn forrune. | I 22 
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+1; Alexander Puts. Coliſnes to. 4 
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-LEXANDER's putting Calif 
cthenes to death, is a clear proof 


a enen who! nicks the ane 


laugh at their follies; and that, ſome- 
times, they may carry their rale 
againſt them to the moſt extravagan 
lengths. Alexander put this philoſo 


pPher to death, under a pretenee t that | 


e903 5 . ; | Her- 


| 
| 


id never ſuffer him- 


| ” OD Al Rovneviond, . 


Jermolaus had been engaged; by his 
Perſuaſions, in a conſpiracy againſt his | 
þ aprons aue was found inno- 
4405 povithſtanding this,” he 
— 60. Es is life. An 
ation moſt notoriduſby unjuſt ! I have 
already obſerved; that Alexander or- 
dered Philotas to be put to death, 
though he! was not convicted of the 
crime 1 l kim. 2 
Ales put him to Aach, dect 
He had Giuppröbed bf Als being ho- 
noretl Ie a god But how tould he 
Amagine that à wiſt man coold farbe 
any great eſteem for tim, when he 
_ was Þo blinded: by hi good furcels, ds 
— wy had: menen Mougüt de- 


| ts . "OOTY and who, tif 
12 then, 


00 Ts FT 
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then, had always: reſpected him as 4 
prince who was worthy of the Crown 


he wore ? A ſovereign may ſometimes 


| abandon himſelf to the moſt extravagant 
actions: but then the leaſt he can do, 


is, to exact nothing from a worthy 


man, which is unbecoming his charac- | 
ter. Alexander gave but a contemptible 
ſpecimen of his fagacity, when he pre- 
ferred the vile ſlaves, who made their 
court to him, to men of approved vir- 
dignity of ſuch a gallant prince, to be 
offended at Calliſthe + 
ing his ridiculous extravagancies. He 


es for not approv- 


ought not only to have pardoned him, 


for making a jeſt of his vain-glorious 
pretenſions, but to have profited, from 


the juſt raillery of the philoſopher, by 
repreſſing his pride, and behaving him- 
ſelf in a more rational manner. I could, 


how- 


158 CRITICAL! REFLECTIONS,! &. 
however, have pardoned the king of 
Macedon, if his offence at the honeſt 
freedom of Calliſthenes had gone no 
farther than words: and, yet, even 
this would have been no great credit to 
eee prince. But to have 
him inſtantly puniſhed with death, Was 
a piece of barbarity which beſpeaks a 


character naturally prone — 
What renders this action till viler, is, 
his coloring over the violence he was 
guilty of with a ſham conſpiracy. Thu. 
together with his life, chat prec i 
of the Creator, he robbed the phil ſo- 
pher of what is equally valuable, - -the 
honor an reputatiantaſiaiouoys man. 
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beſpoke — of acrown- Nag 
a more laudable than his. noble 
leme OY to that vanquiſhed and unfor- 


tunate m monarch. But I know not which 


to admire nict;che generoſity of Alex- 


ander, or the courage and magnanimity. 
of Porus, when he was in the power 
of his conqueror. The former gained 


a glorious conqueſt over himfelf, by 


liberty, but his very crown, and leav- 
ing him poſſeſſed of ſufficient force to 
become formidable to the man who had 


5 1 11 i f 1 con- 


. 
conquered him. But 1 was it not N 
ly great, and a proof of the moſt ele- 


vated turn af mind, nat td be diſpirit- 
ed by his miner. but to preſerve 85 


verſity? When Alexander — the 


——— 
9 2 tom ch 


3 which: he — ge 
fre ta be uſed himſelf. I am highly 
pleaſedl with Alexander, upon this ac. 
aſion, for ſuffering an enemy to pre- 
ſeribe laws for hia anduct, and ſub- 
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tettingy to follow the inftriidivns which 
were dictatetl by ſuch an elevated ful. 
E affords a proof, that he hirnfelf Was 


capatle of the mofk ckaltedt ſeftl. 


ments. EI princes, in general, may 


Lam froth this paſſage of Hiftory, how 
amiable à prince may render Hite) by 
generöus acklons, ant wflar ah” addi 


tin they wilf make to his glory im th 
eyes of the worlcl. kf the King of ME 


ceden R. este orus ke an ener 
idy would Have hae 


SEcalfoHAGE When he rejected tHe mode 
rate propoſals” af Darius. F am very 
Endbie that ſome Politicians actually 
have condemned, and may again condefin 
the clemency of Alexander; becauſe he 
ſeemed to preſerve a dangerous enemy, 
who might have been capable of oppoſ- 
ing the progreſs of his arms, But even 

M policy 


+ : 
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policy itſelf will condemn their opinion. 
For. thoſe enemies, whom. Alexander 
had ſtill upon his hands, would have 
taken care never to ſurrender them 
ſelves into his power, if they had been 


afraid of being rigorouſſy treated by 
the conqueror. But inſtead of this, his 


generous conduct muſt naturally have 
inſpired them with an inclination to 
make a ſpeedy ſubmiſſion; becauſe they 
would. be certain, by that means, of 
being treated in the moſt reſpectful 
manner, and received as favorably as 
they « could deſire. We muſt therefore 
acknowledge that this conduct of the 
king of Macedon merits - the _ 
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cnar XI V. 


Th ful queſtion which Alexander * : 


3 | 
 Poſed to Ge . 


11 


| 7 HE N 33 had conquers 
ed Porus, he aſked him, 


« What phrenzy had ſeized him, that. 
+ He ſhould raſhly venture to try the 
fortune of war againſt ſuch a prince 
< as himſelf, when he well kney both 


8 ; 


L 


the force and the ſucceſs of his arms ?“. 


This queſtion doth not pleaſe me at all. 


Did it become a king to make a wonder 
of it, that other ere ſhould take 


up arms in their own defence? Or wag 
it not indulging the moſt extravagant. 
ideas of his own importance, to per- 


M. 2 ſuade 


wa 
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ſuade himſelf that nobody could have 

the preſumption to reſiſt him? How 

ungenerous was the hope, that his ene- 
my would endeavor to ſave his life by 
the moſt ſcandalous ſubmiſſion, and 
leſſen his character in the world to pro- 
cure a favorable reception from the 
conqueror Þ Is there, in fact, a 
greater piece of meanneſs, than for a 
ſovereign tamely to furrender hirh- | 
ſelf into the hands of his enemy, with 
a view to preſerve his life, rather than 
manfully expoſe his perſon in che de- 
fence of his crown. If Alexander had 
judged wok others by . he would 
Ger Ueude that, in a fimilar cafe, he 
would have ſpilt the laſtd ropof h 

in his ow] n defence. And, ara he 
ought to have one ſoʒ « XC | g only 
3 — he ſhould 15 found | 
it 
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it neceſſary to ſurrender himſelf a pri- 
ſeoner to the conqueror for the preſer- 
vation of his kingdom. I cannot con- 
ceive, then, why the king of Macedon 
ſhould be ſo ſurpriſed at the conduct 
of Forus. He ought rather to have 
reſpected his courage, his great love 
for his people, and his ambition to 
equal the hero againſt whom die fought. 
But the true ſpring of Alexander's un- 
reaſonable ſurprize was his thinking 
himſelf invineible. It muſt; indeed, 
be acknowledged, that he had made 
cConſiderable conqueſts, But fortune 
might eaſily have turned her back 
upon him, and gone over to the ſide 


of his enemies. He- "_ therefor 
conquer che we} a patina in doeh 
e M 8 
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a condition as to have no reaſon to be 
any longer afraid of them. 

But it 18 not improbable that Alex- 
ander might aſk the queſtion out of a 
bravado, to ſhew a fearleſs contempt of 
his enemies, and diſplay his ſuperiority | 
over all the reſt of his fellow-kings. 
He hath given us too many inſtances 
of his vanity, to render it in the leaſt 
unlikely, that this was his motive in the 
caſe; before us. Pride and ſelt . ſuffi· 
ciency were an eſſential part of his 
character. But be it how it will, it is 
certain, that his aſking ſuch a queſtion, 
was not at all to his honor. He gave 
Porus ſufficient, room to deſpiſe him, 
and an occaſion to return him an an- 
ſwer, which vas as ſenſible and noble as 
the words of Alexander were contemp- 
irn f 5 you deſire,” ſaid Porus, 

to know it, I will: tell you with the 

"i - . 


ip. 
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e freedom which you yourſelf have 


10 given me the liberty to take, by aſk- 


* ing me the queſtion. Know, then, 
that I did not believe that there 


« whs a more valiant man in the 


world than myſelf; becauſe I was 
. acquainted with my own ſtrength, 
<« but had never proved your's. The 


<« event of this day 8 combat hath. 


e taught me, that I muſt yield to you 


the ſuperiority: but I think it no 


* ſmall honor to hold che place next 
« to Alexander.” — 


dance nere pug 


CHAP. XLII. 


73 the 4: Ca ths 
Gore's. 7 ag of 


HEN. £ Alexander was befieging 
ede capital of the Oxydracæ. 
be es the [A man who ſcaled che 
walls, and had the refolutign co leap 
down into the city all alone, There 
the enemy aſſaulted him with the ut- 
moſt fury: but he gallantly qefended 
- himſelf till his ſoldiers, when he was 
upon the point of being overpowered 
by numbers, 'ruſhed in to his relief, 1 
muſt acknowledge that this action of 
our hero greatly pleaſes me, though. 
in ſome reſpects it deſerves to be cen- 
ſured. . The circumſtance which af- 
| fords me pleaſure, is to find ſuch amaz- 

4% V 
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ing courage and intrępidity in a fellow- 
mortal, But on the other hand, as I 
have already obſerved, it is highly im- 
prudent in a king to expoſe Sig 
without an abſolute neceſſity. 

rule may be applied to the caſe — 
us. Alexander ſhould. have left the 
trouble of ſtorming the city to his offi- | 
ers and ſoldiers... His behavior on 
this occaſion might have been: juſtly 
admired in another perſon, as an extra- 
ordinary proof of valor: but it was 
abyndantly too ventureſome for a great 
king. It was very happy for Alex 
ander that he was nat taken priſoner. 
But how eaſily might he have fallen 
into the hands ef his enemies? Then, 
all his hopes of glory muſt have va- 
Tuſhed for ever. Nor would his capti- 
vity itſelf have been any honor to him; 
becauſe every body might have ſaid, 


150 Carricat Reeuections; &c: | 
that Alexander richly deſerved ſuch a 


- misfortune, for ſtooping to per- 


form the office of a ſoldier, inſtead of 


that of a king, It would have been 


acting more in character as a great 
commander, not to have forgotten his 


high ſtation upon this occaſion, but to 
have made a proper difference between 


the duties of a general and a ſoldier. A 
great king ſhould never labor to dif- 


play his courage to the world by ex- 


3 himſelf in ſuch a raſh man- 
The ſtrongeſt proof he can 


20G us of his undaunted firmneſs and 


ſuperiority of genius, is to be conftant- 


Iy maſter of his own conduct, and pre- 


ſerve a ſteady undiſturbed preſence of 


mind. We may ſee, by theſe reflecti- 


ons, that this inſtance of Alexander” 8 


intrepiditp may be applauded ar and cen 


Ired at the ſame time. 
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The bandes of Aan ee; be was 
_ wounded 6 in the 4 of the FOO es" 


a dangerous wound in the city 


of the Oxydracz, his officers and ſol- 


diers earneſtly conjured him to take 


care of his health. He attended to 


what they ſaid, but his courage would 


not permit him to waſte much of his ; 


time about the cure, but preſently en- 


gaged him in freſh deſigns, and urg- 
ed him on to continue his exploits. 
It was a ſtriking proof of Alex- 
anders greatneſs of mind, to be 
leſs attentive to the preſervation of his 
tife; than to the reduction of his ene 
n and the enlargeme ent of his con- 
„ e queſts. 


TT TH E N e =P had deckten 


1 
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queſts. It is true, indeed, that he 
ought to have followed the advice of 
his officers; becauſe his life was the 
foundation on which the ſafety of his 


whole, kingdom depended, and his 
death could not fail to draw after it the 


deſtruction of his new-raiſed empire, as 
was afterwards futh | 


the event. I cannot e therefore, 


r acted the 


7 Eeva e Puder prince: but, at the 
ame lime, I cannot help being pleaſed 
to find in a man, and above all in a ſo- 


vercign, ſuch a noble and elevated turn 
of mind. as to eſteem it glorious to ſa- 
crifice even life itſelf, for the advantage 
of e people, and the enl: gement of 

own glory. This int may 


$14 us, that the king of Macedon 


had a conſtant flow of ſentiments which 


has . of his exalted ſtation, and 


TE 
- 
— 

7 
* 


ON ALEXANDER THE: Guia 174 


that neither danger, nor the approacib 
ef death itſelf, could ever baniſh gs 
from his wu 3 ²·˙ £ 


4 F Wu 3 


CHAP. XEVEL 


Alexander's enterprize on „ the ocean... * 


AE . N upon 
the ocean appears to me, in ſome 


| reſpetts, to have been a thoughtleſs in- 


conſiderate adventure; but it thorough- 


ly comports with the many proofs he 
hath afforded, upon other occaſions, 


very inconſiderate, thus to engage him - 
ſelf in an eee which was Attends, | 


174 Carrie Rrrizerions, &c. 5 
the ſoldiery. But the genius of Alex- 


ander was far from belying itſelf on 


this occaſion. This prince was never 
capable of ſetting bounds to his enter- 
Prizes, but was always in queſt of 

what 1s ſtriking and. uncommon. But 
I ſhould” have pardoned the king of 
Macedon for advancing to the ocean, 


if he had done it with another view 
| than that of gratifying his curioſity. 
Such a motive is beneath the dignity 


of ſo great a ſoul. If his deſign- had 
been to make new diſcoveries, to eſta- 
bliſh a Port, or to extend the limits of 
navigation, we ſhould have been high- 
Iy pleaſed with him for undertaking a 


difficult enterprize, the conſequences of 


which might have merited a grateful ac- 


| khowledgement from poſterity. But to 


1 with a whole army at his heels, 


ind expoſe both his" men and himſelf 
Ward ©. 'to 
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to the moſt incredible hardſhips, mere- 
ly for the pleaſure of viewing an un- 
| known ſea, this is an action at which 
humanity recoils. The ſon of Philip 
hath likewiſe diſcovered, in the in- 
ſtance before us, the profound igno- 
rance of the age he lived in; becauſe he 


was ſurpriſed, and even ſtartled at ſuch 
a natural phænomenon, as the ebbing 


and flowing of the ſea. 


Kings are at liberty to purſue any | 
kind of enterprizes which are of ſer- 


vice to the public. They are, more- 


over, obliged to it, becauſe there are 


many uſeful enterprizes, which exceed 
the ability of a private perſon, and 
| which the latter would never have 
courage enough to form. But I can- 
not perſuade myſelf that any greatneſs 
of ſoul i is to be diſcovered i in this ad- 


venture of Alexander. It was wholly. 


p owing 


deen ff Sk predictions. This is a 
proof that he was no ways inclinable to 


5 n. in an age when all the 
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ing even the court ofcho world. 


CHAP. ALIX, | l 


pn Alexander bi ghts ths, warnings Py the 


 Chaldean en... 05 


bs, 
F % | 


HE. e nl nin of 


1 Chaldea begged Alexander 
not to venture into Babylon, where 
he was threatened, by. unlucky 
omens, with the moſt direful misfor- 
tunes. But the king of Macedon dif- 
dained to hearken to them. and pro- 


e in bis march. 1 commend 
i diverted from his 


world, 
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world, and even wiſe men themſelves 
were ſo diſpoſed. If their predictions 
were il-grounded, it would have been 
a mark of a very contemptible genius 
to have honored them with his credit. 
If they were true, all efforts to a- 
void his deſtiny would have been en- 


tirely fruitleſs. Alexander, therefore, 


"ated the part of a ſenſible man in con- 
tinuing his route. He could not have 
changed it, without diſcovering a tinc- 
ture of cowardice. Nothing can be 
more unreaſonable, and inconſiſtent, 
than to think of preventing what we re- 
gard as the decrees of fate. We ſnhould 


always be ſatisfied of the inutility of 


any efforts we can make, to oppoſe the 
mighty hand which executes them. 


The two following inſtances will con- 


firm the juſtice of this reflection. 
Dr yh; 
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An loger had foretold to An- 
— the General of Charles 
the Vrh, that he ſhould end his days 
at St. Dennis. Encouraged by this 
prophecy, when he entered Provence 
at the head of a hundred thouſand men, 
he thought to have carried his victori- 
4 ous arms into the iſle of France, and 
that dying in the neighbourhood of St. 
Dennis baute dee 
eee be died at St. Deine N 
a village i in Provence, and was buried 
in the church of St. Dennis at Milan. 
The other paſſage I refer to, is 
taken from the hiſtory of Henry the 
VIIch, King of England. He had 
been told that he fhould die at Jeru: 
falem ; and, relying on this Prediction, ; 
he * es” himſelf that his life | 


would £5 
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there was no probability of his paying 
a viſit to ſo remote a city. But one 
day, as he was coming OL outof Whitehall, 
he was ſuddenly taken 0 ill, that his _ 
attendants were-obliged-to.conyey-him. 
to the neareſt. apartment they could 


meet with. This room was called the 


Jeruſalem- Chamber 32 circumſtance N 
which ſtruck "ye king ſo much, when 
he heard i hat at | he cried out Ul x 
: mediately,— .66 ys was a dead man. | 
And, in fact, the progreſs of his difor- 
der was ſo rapid, that he expired be- 
fore he could be remoyed elſewhere. 
We may ſee, by this, that every effort 
to eſcape 1 the ſtroke of death will be 
uſcleſs, when the ſovereign Power, 
which determines the number of our 
days, hath fixed the time. Alexander 
acted the part of a wiſe man, and a 
N2 great 
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great prince, in preſerving himſelf from 
_ an e of ee P 


E 3 


"CHAP." L. 


The bon mot of Alexander upon — 
88 1 rs own life. MOL” 


57 HEN Alexander was paſſing 
the Hyſtaſpes, he amuſed him- 
ſelf with reading the hiſtory of his own 
actions, Which had been compoſed by 

one of his officers. Finding it full of 
romance, he inſtantly threw it into the 

river, telling the author that A- 
Alexander had petformed actions which 

& were too noble to require the em- 

n bellimments of falſchood. "Theſe 
104 words of the king of Macedon r may be 
<onlidered in very different points of 

1 view. 


a, 
80 * 


„% ᷣ— JV. — 4 
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either of vanity, or modeſty. In the 


former light, they may ſignify that 


imagination itſelf could not think of at- 
chievements more wonderful than he 


had really performed. In the latter 
ſenſe, they may only intimate, that 
Alexander found the hiſtory of his life 
too Stk adulterated bp the 1 of 


1 8 hi bon mot. offi our 


: hi if it was ſpoken out of vanity. 
It vill afford a freſh proof of the un- 
reaſonable and immoderateefteemwhich 
Alexander had for himſelf, and which 
was the principle of all the, unjuſt ac - 


tions we have related of him in the pre- 


ceding chapter. The great Socrates 
uſed to ſay, ©. That the only thing he 
> knew, was, that he knew nothing at 
6:0”: This ſentiment was a very fine 


N3 on. 


A are. a ry Aeg 
to dchatever height of gdod ſucceſs he 
may be raiſed, ſnould never be vain 


E perſuddehiriſelf thitt he Rath 


reiched the ſurmit of perfection. He 
ought; indeed, to be ambitidus do atthin 
i: ' but, after all, where Hall we 
find the happy man who is not far be- 
neath it? The. utmoſt chat Alexander 
could: pretend to for all his great ex- 
Ploits, was the preventing er ſerib- 
bler from eclipſing his gor 
I ſhouid highly applaud what Aler- 
ander ſaid, H it was really diftated 
| pearatice: of _—_— bes manner in 
Ale dee — 
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Wy” mY e das noble, 55 & c. ſeems to 
me to. de the” re er en 


Re be as GELS 


7 
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| W, /bat 1 0 about the ear i 
OS 9 425 „„ e : 


ALEX AN DER MS zeae 
a king ſhould always have one 
« of his ears ſhut in favor of the ac- 
% cufed;,” This ſentiment of the king 

of Macedon is a very fine one: It is a 
proof that he was more deſirous of for- 
giving than of punifhing, and thar he 
did not think it right that the ac- 
the hands of juſtice. Such prineiples 
as theſe deſerve to be imitated by all 

2 in general. Nothing Aheuld 
NS om 


— 
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be more precious to a ſovereign than 


by his clet 


the lives of his ſubjects. He ſhould 


think nothing more diſagreeable than 


to ſign warrants for the execution of 


creatures, who are formed of the ſame 


fleſh and blood, who partake of the 
ſame nature as himſelf; and who were 


ſubjected to his ſuperior authority br 
the caſual difference of birth. If na- 


ture cannot help recoiling at the death. 


of the meaneſt animal, how ought ſhe 


to ſhudder at the thoughts of deſtroy- 
ie a un If * would e 


3 eee 58 intrigues 
of faithleſs miniſters, would i not ſo fre- 
quently ſhed the blood of the oce 
A prince hath no cauſe to fear, that 
:mency, - he will endanger 
the reſpect and ſubmiſſion which is 


due to him from his ſubjects. It is 


ü cle- 
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clemency which gains their hearts. Se- | 
verity produceth fear, and of conſe - 
de ee muſt render a men: odious. 7 
ſhould never inflict pc, The 
greater a prince's humanity is, the more 
readily vill he follow the maxims of 
true goodneſs and the more will he 

think bimſelE- obliged- to reſtrain, by 
well- applied correction, thoſe vices 
which diſturb the public tranquillity: 
Thus, for example, to let a murderer 
eſcape unpuniſhed, would be inconſiſt- 
ent both with humanity and religion, 
and give encouragement for the com- 
miſſion of freſh homicides. The ſame 
principles of nature and religion will 
always authorize a prince to commence 
a war upon juſt motives. If he hath four 
hundred thouſand ſubjects, and ſhould 
be attacked by a neighbouring power, 


— 4 7 
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be. will de "obliged ©o employ thirty 
thouſand of them, and, if nec eſſity re- 
quires it; even a hundred thouſand, for 
the defence of the three hundred ro 
fand which remain, Every one muſt 


| he would diſbry th die of com- 


of higpropt hewoldexpoſeliche ret | 
what I have ad, dunn ir k. G duey er 
a prince to be humane and element, and 
that theſe ſentiments were very com. 
mendable in Alexander; but it follows, 
at che ſame time, that we fould care- 


——— 1 
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Witat, Alexander ſaid vo ls ſoldiers, ber 


_ ee to piſs 1 rhe: 


* 4: 2 N 2x47 2 *P & 4 2 1 "oh * 2 2 
Fo 


4 HE N the N cedentans re: 
Fuſed to pals the Gang ges, A- 


* * 


3 


| bee thus addreſſed them, dr Go, + 


faid he, te kke ungrateful Wretches FO 
«ye; are, and "abandon your king if 
& the midſt of a barbarous ard an un- 


„ Known country. Te will meet with 


„ other fübjects, and other folliets, 
4 1 Every places Were human creatures 
are to be found. Alexander wilt be 
« « Naned and adored, fer him few 
& hin mſar where he v will” After this 
a | "bs 
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ſpirited harangue, he gave orders for 
the moſt mutinous among them to be 
put to death; and having thus reſtored 


the army to good order, they thought 


of nothing but obeying him. This 


mutinous ſoldiers, was worthy of a 


great king and a brave general. If he 
had been weak enough to waſte. his 


time in making long complaints of their 
ingratitude, or in reminding them of 
all his former generoſity, the conde- 
ſcenſion would have been abundantly | 
too mean for a ſovereign... It would 
have looked as if he had endeavored 
to excuſe himſelf; a ſtep which ſhould 


. cyerbe cautiouſly avoided, when we are 


to deal with rebels. We ſhould always 


ſpeak to theminthe moſt reſolute tone, 


and make — of the ringleaders. 
But 
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But the words of the king of Macedon 
are fo extremely fine, that I muſt ſub- 
join a few reflections to diſtinguiſſi 
what appears to me to be moſt ſtriking. 
The manner in which they begin. 
Go, like ungrateful wretches as ye 
« are, — muſt have touched the hearts 
of the Macedonians in the moſt ſenſible 
manner. Though the generality of 
men are very forgetful of the favors 
they have received from their betters, 
they are notwithſtanding ſufficiently 
ſenſible of the baſeneſs of ſuch be- 
hayior, and are never more chagrin- 
ed than when they are taxed with ingra- 

titude. Nothing can be more ſpirited 
khan the following expreſſion, aban- / 
&* don your ſovereign in a barbarous 
„and unknown country.“ Alex- 
8 ander Was well — ted with the 
human 
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human heart. He knew what a ſtrong 
impreſſion it would make gn the minds 
of his ſaldiers, to preſent. before them 
the image af their king forſaken in 
an unknown and barbarous land, and 
_ that they could never ſupport the 
thought af leaving expoſed, to every 
ſpecies of misfortune, a hero who had 
encountered ſq many dangers for 
their fakes,---who had loaded them with 
ſo many favors and whom. they. had 
always been. uſed. to reverence and 
loye as their lawful king and maſter. 
What could be more cutting to his 
rebellious troops. than thoſe animated 5 
wards ?---* Alexander will meet with 
2 « ſybjetts and ſoldiers in every place 
where human creatures are to be 
<« * found. of Nothing can be more ſting; T 
ing th than the name diſddain which is here 


ex- 
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expreſſed, He diſpoſſeſſeth the minds of 
his ſoldiers, in the moſt artful manner, 
of the vain idea, that without them he 
could do nothing. But what majeſty 


appears in the gallant turn with Which 


he concludes his addreſs? „Alexander 
c will always be feared and adored, let 
* him ſhew himſelf where he will,” The 
noble pride with which he ſpeaks of 


himſelf, in theſe words, is extremely 


well- timed. By thus reminding his 


ſoldiers what a great maſter they had 


the honor to ſerve, he makes them ſen- 
ſible what an abject piece of meanneſs 


it would be, if they ſhouldabandon him 


only to avoid a little fatigue. 
From this analyſis of the king of 


Macedon's harangue, we muſt acknow- 


| ledge that it is really great and elevated, 
Tull of genius and fire, and ſuch as 


ö was 


was worthy of a a crowned head. . can- 
not. Woes Alexander for ma 


had not put 
would have expoſed himſelf to all 
the inſolence of the ſoldiery, and made 
them imagine that he only bore with 
them out of fear. 
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CHAP. Lit. 5 


0 
* 
* 2 " * 


: Alexander 5 grief for the death of Og 


ton. 


4 — was 1 ht 
| affected at the death of Hepheſ- 
tion, that he reſolved, according to the 

account of ſome hiſtorians, to put his 
phyſician to death, for not being ſkilful | 

enough to fave the life of his favorite. 
The king of Macedon had a great deal | 
of reaſon to be thus afflicted at the loſs 
of a brave man, who had very largely. 
contributed to his victories, and had 
rendered him the moſt important ſer- : 
vices. Such a lively ſenſe of grief was 
- 8 of a truly excellent charac- 
1 2 that, in the 1 of 
O  Heyhaaſe 


Hon . imagine 5 princes can never 
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Hephæſtion, Alexander regretted the 
loſs, not only of a faithful ſubject and a 
brave officer, but of a friend who was 
moſt tenderly beloved, 

A prince may learn from this paſſage 


of hiſtory, that nothing can render him 
more amiable in the eyes of the world, 


than a capacity for the tender ſentiments 
of friendſhip. He can never diſcover 


too much gratitude to thoſe who have 


lat their-lives in his ſervice. By this 


neans he will reap a double advantage: 
be will never be in want of 
| friends, and will engage all his 


822 * „ 


ſervants to do their utmoſt to merit a 
On the other 


hand, he cannot f to haye trulty 


| ſhare in his affe 
ab 


1 * 7 


of thoſe who have formerly ſerved him 
with fidelity. It would be a wrong no- 


meet 


jects, if he neglects ta take notice 


1 


; 
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meet with faithful friends. They may 
always be ſure of finding them, if they 
are but diſpoſed to give them ſuitable 


encouragement. 


8 H Fr LA b 
The death aner. 


LEXANDER, at th Momeßt uf 
his death, ſtill preſerved the ſame 
Semen of foul which ke had diſplay- 
ed in his life-tittie. He ordered his f- 


ficers and ſoldiers to his bedſide; ant 


took his leave of chem in ſuch a maß- 
ner as was perfectly ſuitable to the ele- 
vation of his rank. He delivered his 


ing to Perdiccas, and ſaid; - That he 
_ + left his empire t6 the moſt de 
« ane I eannot derermite whether 


1 
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-he ought to be cenſured or commended 
For ſuch a myſterious piece of conduct. 
Aris a caſe which i is very difficult to be 
decided. If Alexander had actually 
= named a ſucceſſor, we are not certain 
= + that he would afterwards have been re- 
EE cognized as king, or that the kingdom 
M of Macedon would not have been rent 
= by ſuch diviſions as might have cauſed 
is utter ruin. On the other hand, it 
is very certain, that by his declaring 
that the moſt deſerving man ſhould 
fill his throne, he naturally furniſned 
an occaſion for inteſtine wars. Fox, 
* upon this footing, all his generals might 
* pretend alike to the crown, as being 
all of them raiſed to the ſame rank, 
and having all contributed their ſeve- 
ral parts to the king of Macedon's 
victories. But we may ſafely pardon 
Alexander for what be did. He had a 
3 4 31 mind, 
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mind, without all doubt, to end his 
life in tranquillity, and preſerve the 
eſteem of his officers, to the very laſt, 
by not exciting amongſt them any 
mutual jealouſy or miſunderſtanding. 
Alexander hath likewiſe given us, in 


his laſt moments, an awful proof of 


the fragility of human grandeur. I 
am now thoroughly convinced,” ſaid 
he; z © am thoroughly convinced that N 
I am not immortal.” 
The reſult of all our reflections up- 
on the character and the actions of 
Alexander is, that with a heart which 
was really capable of the moſt noble 
and the moſt elevated ſentiments, the 
great conqueror of Aſia entirely forgot 
himſelf, when thoſe violent paſſions, 
which were the tyrants of his foul, op- 
poſed their intereſts and their influ- 

- ence to the natural movements of a 


by = < * 2 
* . * * 


HE _ Merchant, 2 ; Comedy, Price 
l 6 
The Fealous Wife, a Comedy. Price 15, 64. 
. The Deuce is in Him, à Farce. Price is. 
4. Polly Honeycomb, a Farce. Pries 1*, 
$5. The Muſical Lady, a Farce. Price 1s. - 
N 5. The Comedies o Terence, tranſlated 3 into Fami- 
5 8 a liar Blank Verſe, 4to. Price 11. 18, 
mh Ps „ The above by Mr. Colman. 
* 7. The Clandeftine Marriage, a Comedy, 18. 6d. 
. by Mr. Garrick and Mr. . Colman, = 
8. Mr. Thorn ton's Tranſlation of Plaupus, 2 vols. 
i. 
9. The Connoiſſeur, 4 vols. 12mo, Price 125. I 
10. 'Fhe Adventurer, 4 vols. 12mo. Price 128. 
11. The Rambler, 4 vols. 12mo. Price 128. 
12. The Jewiſh Spy, 5 vols. 12mo. Price 15s. | 
13.  Cymon, a Dramatic Romance. Price 1s. 6d. 
14. The Country Girl, a Comedy. Price 1s. 5 
15. The Cunning Man, a Mufical W 


ö . * 9 


* Price 1s. 

156. Neck or Nothing, re, Price 15. 

- 17. Sailors' Letters, 2 vols. Price 
ED 18, Holwell's Account of Bengal and Indoſtan, Two 
5 Parts. Price 7s. 


19. Letter to Scrafton. Price W 
20. — India Tracts, 4to. 65. boards. 


22. Boyer's Telemachus, 2 vols. Price 6s. 
23. 80 $ * Grammar. Price! 6s. 


21. Dr. Smollett's Telemachus, 2 vols. Price 10s. 


a6 
#1 5 
* 
Rog 


4 
— S.2 * . 
7 ” 
. 


Ss 


Books printed for T. Brexzr, & c. 


24. Dr. Mayhew 8 Sermons to Young Men, 2 vols. 

FE 

TY The Generous We or tc Memoirs of 
William Goldſmith, 2 vols. Price 6. 

26. Seed's Sermons, 2 vols. Price 108. 5 

257. Hederici Lexicon Græcum, 4to. Price 188. 

28 The Life and Opinion of Triftram Shandy, vol. 9. 


. 
5 29. ETY Preſent State of Great Britain and Nath. 


America, with regard to Agriculture, Po- 
. - Pulation, Trade and Manufactures, impar- 
15 A tially conſidered, 8vo. Price 5s. 


ſe wed. 


8 of Miſs 5 Salibury, 2 vols. * che 


ſame. Price 68. 


32. The Continuation of the Life of Marianne, and 


other Pieces, by the ſame. Price 2s. 6d. ſewed. 


Price 18. 6d. 


Bed Repentance. 3d Edit, Price 3s. 


TY Sermons preached before the Honourable Society. © 


9 Lincoln! s-Lnn, by John Langhorne. 2 vols. 


Now firft tranflated into . 5 
37. Eloiſa, by the ſame," 4 vols. 12. 
8. Emilius, by the _ 4 vol. 128, * LE A 


-, Letters of the Counteſs de Soncerre to the Count J 
de Nance, 2 vols. by Madam Riccoboni. 55. 


Chearful Thoughts on the Happineſs = 
„ of a Religious Life; to which is added R- 
flections on the Unacceptableneſs of a. BON: = © 


. The Miſcellaneous Works of M. J. J. Rouſſeau, | 


5 15%. 2 


b Ak Harwood's Thoughts on Time and Eternity. . 


